
Welcome to the Primary 
Geography Network Meeting
Summer 2023

Temperature Check – share 
subject strengths and areas for 
further action on your tables

kate.broadribb@hants.gov.uk @RibbK
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Meeting Focus

• Assessment – what, how and why?

• Fieldwork – putting the geography 
back into fieldwork

• Subject updates



Real or Fake?

The original photo 
taken by Doreen 

Dalley on June 15 2022 
of an iceberg towering 
over a house in Little 

Harbour, a tiny 
community about 4km 

from Twillingate on 
Newfoundland's 
northeast coast.



• Geography is a resource rich subject
• Maps, images, video, audio and artefacts all 

help bring the subject to life
• The range and quality of resources we use 

will have a vital influence on geographical 
learning

• What are you trying to achieve with the use of 
this resource?

• Beware the stereotype

Considerations:



National Geographic Photo of the Day

https://www.nationalgeographic.co.uk/photo-of-the-day-index


Alice Neel,
Cityscape1934, National Gallery of Ireland

• What might it sound like, 
smell like and feel like to 
be in this place?

• How might our 
experience here be 
different from other 
places?

• what does it mean to live 
in a city?

• How do people work and 
live together?

• What would our ideal city 
contain?

My Primary School is at 
the National Gallery of 
Ireland

Dr Sandra Austin, Marino 
Institute of Education





Assessment remains one of the 
most debated topics in education 

and it is not consistent across 
schools.

(Daisy Christodoulou 2016)



Table Discussion:

• How much and what 
assessment have you 
done in geography?

• How would you start it 
if there was nothing 
there already?

Record key discussion points on A3 paper.
One representative from each table group to feedback



Popular approaches...

• Questioning
• 'Conversations on the carpet' and discussions
• End of term/unit tests focusing on skills and /or 

knowledge
• Location games & quizzing
• Vocab tests and checks
• 'I can...' statements
• Verbal and/or recorded knowledge
• Book looks
• Knowledge organisers – recap/retrieval tests
• Writing

NB. How we share assessment information between year 
groups and key stages is vital



Before making any changes to 
assessment...plan, do, review.



Why, what and how?

1. Why are we carrying out assessment?
2. What are we trying to assess?
3. How are we trying to assess?

1. To gather meaningful and useful information to guide 
our planning to support pupil progress and improve 
outcomes
2. Knowledge, understanding and skills
3. Throughout the unit – not the same as the outcome 
and by a variety of means



GA assessment framework

Identifies 3 aspects of pupils' achievement in 
geography across all key stages:
1. Contextual world knowledge of locations, places 

and geographical features
2. Understanding of the conditions, processes and 

interactions that explain features, patterns and 
changes over time and space

3. Competence in geographical enquiry including 
the application of skills in observing, measuring, 
mapping and communicating geographical 
information Source GA: April 2023





The 5 dimensions of progress 
in geography:

1. Demonstrating greater fluency with world 
knowledge by drawing on increasing breadth and 
depth of content/contexts

2. Extending from the familiar to unfamiliar
3. Making greater sense of the world by connecting 

information about people/places/processes & 
environments

4. Working with more complex information about the 
world including the relevance of people's attitudes

5. Increasing range and accuracy of investigative skills 
& increasing independence in geographical enquiry

Source GA: April 2023



Assessment of learning in 
geography

• Best practices involve not leaving assessment to 
the end of the unit/term

• Assessing pupil prior knowledge is a vital part of 
the formative process

• Vocabulary and assessing children's acquisition of 
the language of a geographer is vital.

E.g, what words are used to describe the journey to the 
local shops? Can they name streets walked? Direction 
travelled? Was the journey on flat or hilly ground?...



What is meaningful to assess in 
a local area unit:

Identify the locations of Locks Heath, Fareham, London, UK

Use geographical vocabulary 
to identify and describe

Woodland, vegetation, soil, weather
house, shops, library, town

Demonstrate knowledge and 
understanding by

Explaining why the shopping centre is going to 
be developed

Demonstrate knowledge and 
understanding of

How different people use the human and 
physical features in the very local area

Investigate Locks 
Heath through

Fieldwork: types of shop, likert survey, 
emotional mapping and devising 

their own maps

Interpret a range of sources 
about Locks Heath

Including identifying key features in aerial 
photographs/maps/plans. 



Over to you:
Using either the HIAS planning KS1: My School, KS2: 
European region or one of your own MTPs unpick what 
is meaningful to assess for the unit:

Identify the locations of ... Contextual world knowledge of 
locations, places and geographical 
featuresUse geographical vocabulary to 

identify & describe

Demonstrate knowledge 
and understanding by

Understanding of the conditions, 
processes and interactions that explain 
features, patterns and changes over time 
and space

Demonstrate knowledge 
and understanding of

Investigate X through Competence in geographical enquiry 
including the application of skills in 
observing, measuring, mapping and 
communicating geographical
information

Interpret a range of sources about 
X by



Verbal

Dr Emma Till, Winchester University



Emma Groves, New Milton Infants



Lydia Wells, Stoke Park Infants



Anita Blackwell, Bishop Waltham Junior



Grace Abraham, Calmore Infants



Hinge questions are pre-planned questions used 
at key points in the lesson to diagnose if students 

are ready to move on. (Wiliam 2015)

Hinge questions

Geography example - Why did Boscastle flood?
A. There was heavy rain
B. The steep valley sides meant the lag time was short and the 

river couldn’t contact the water
C. The river had been artificially straightened upstream
D.Deforestation led to soil erosion that made the river channel 

too shallow to contain the water



When to use hinge questions

Fletcher-Wood, 2013

A check for 
understanding

at a 
‘hinge point’ in 

the lesson.

It is the 
point where 

you move from 
one idea/task 

to another.

You need pupils to 
show 

they understand 
the content so 
you can move 
onto the next 

chunk of learning.



When to use:
• At a point in lesson before 

pupils move on to a new 
concept/task

What to assess:
• Pupil understanding of key 

learning
• Likely misconceptions

Success criteria for planning 
hinge questions

How to design:

> Sufficient structure to 
provide a clear response

> Accessible to all pupils

> Swift to answer and quick to 
review

How to use:

> To inform next steps in 
teaching

> To identify individuals who 
require more support



Designing a hinge question for 
tectonics

Key knowledge:
- The outermost layer of the Earth is called the crust.
- The crust is broken up into large pieces. These are called 

tectonic plates.
- Tectonic plates are constantly (slowly) moving.

Key misconceptions:

- Each continent has its own tectonic plate.

- Tectonic plates and crust are the same thing.

- Plates move quickly and crash into each other violently



True or false

Each continent sits on a plate

28

First draft:

true false



True or false

Each continent has its own plate.

The Earth’s crust is broken up into tectonic 
plates.

Second draft:

true false

true false



For each statement, decide whether it is true or false?

1. Each continent has its own plate.

2. The Earth’s crust is broken up into tectonic plates.

3. Tectonic plates are moving quickly and constantly.

Finished question:

true false

true false

true false



1. Provide statements using economy of language.
2. Provide a count down if appropriate.
3. Ask pupils to show/represent the answer to the hinge question.
4. Pupils to present their answer(s) in unison.

Success criteria for delivery of 
a hinge question:

Task: with your partner, devise a hinge question.

For each of these four criteria, why is it important to plan and 
deliver a hinge question in this way?



Closing the gaps...

• Children have gaps in geography knowledge as often many 
adults do too – how do you support your teachers subject 
knowledge?

• Follow MFL: listening, speaking, writing and reading (including 
'reading' maps/atlases/globes/GIS/photos/ aerial images...)

• Bring the map to life, less labelling of maps, more stories of 
place through the weather, landscapes, habitats, schools, 
businesses... and more games such as playing higher/lower 
when learning climate zones.

• Be clear on the vocab and revisit it
• Chunk the spaces and build up over time. E.g. teach 4 

countries, capitals and 3 seas of UK first
• Promote creativity – playground continents, 3D maps, river in a 

box, watercycle in a bag, carve a loaf coasts...



This year's theme is 'environment'

GA Fieldwork Fortnight 
26 June – 7 July



Fieldwork audit:
where do your pupils conduct fieldwork?



Approaches to fieldwork

Field excursions – a traditional approach to fieldwork using a 
knowledgeable guide with which knowledge is transmitted to 
learners. 
Hypothesis testing – when learners take a scientific approach to 
fieldwork and usually use quantitative data gathering techniques to 
follow up on a prediction. 
Enquiry-led – when learners pose and investigate questions. 
Earth education – based around sensory experiences in the 
environment where connections are made between nature and the 
learner. 
Discovery – when learners are encouraged to explore the 
environment in less formal ways
Kinder, A. (2013) ‘What is the contribution of fieldwork to school geography?’ in Lambert, 

D. and Jones, M. (eds) Debates in Geography Education. Abingdon: Routledge



Fieldwork enquiry process

Fieldwork is the gathering of information about something in a real, natural environment. 

Title What is the question or statement that is going to drive the fieldwork?

Prediction What do you think you will find out and why?

Method How are you going to collect data? Risk Assessment

Data collection Go and collect data; observe, count, survey, ask, photograph your 
evidence.

Data presentation Show your collected data visually, e.g. graphs and maps.

Data analysis Look at your data to see any patterns and anomalies.

Conclusion Decide the answer to your questions or statement based on your data 
collected.

Evaluation Think about what you did to get reliable and valid data. What could be 
improved?



Some considerations:

• Fieldwork improves if we really plan what geography we want 
pupils to do on a trip - what skills and knowledge are they 
focused on?

• Fieldwork happens all year round such as weather and seasons, 
or changing seasonal land use, traffic, litter, environmental quality

• Find opportunities for children to collect and present data in the 
school grounds/local area through your audit

• Involve students in the enquiry process, especially making 
predictions and conducting risk assessments

• Lots of map work goes on – but it can be shallow. Get pupils to 
practice so they don’t need working memory to recognise map 
symbols on a key.

• Where can we get live data from? What sources provide it?
• Share it – give pupils a real audience and purpose



Locality Fieldwork

Dr Emma Till
Head of Quality-Faculty of Education & the Arts

Senior Lecturer in Primary Education
Geography (ITE) Subject Lead

Winchester University



What makes a place?
Telling the story of a settlement

Survey one area of the locality.
What is it like? What are the distinct places and buildings and what is their 

purpose? What are the natural and man-made features?
• How would you describe this part of the settlement to a visitor? What do 

people do here? What is the main economic activity? Is there any 
evidence of change in the physical landscape or have any of the 
buildings changed their purpose?

• Where do people go from here? What evidence is there of transport 
links?

• How is the environment managed? Is there evidence of the area being 
managed by individuals or groups or even external organisations?

• What’s missing in the village?
• What issues could you explore – parking, buses, is there a mobile library 

that visits or a mobile bank? What shop or other business would you 
open here?



Observing and recording weather 
patterns.
Studying the physical geography

• Cloud watch: describe the colour and shape of different 
clouds. Which is highest, and which is lowest? Why is this? 
Are the clouds moving, if so which direction?

• Take a photograph of a cloud ready to research later.
• Microclimate & weather recording. Use the weather 

instruments at different points in the village to record 
temperature, wind direction and speed. Compare results. 
Which site would be the best place for a bin, solar panels, a 
bird food station, friendship bench?

• If you wanted to study the river/forest, where would you 
go, what route would you follow and what would you do? 
What are the health and safety considerations.



Geographical skills

• Plan a route for another group around the locality. What 
key features would you include? Include directions e.g. 
walk northwest and then turn right at the footpath. Aim to 
include a much geographical vocabulary as possible.

• Take photographs around a theme – e.g. patterns in the 
environment.

• Plan a palette walk or look a walk that takes in different 
land use, or physical features.

• Plan a soundscape trail, or a sensory trail.
• Make up some True or False statements for another group 

e.g., the church is northwest from the shop -True or False?
• Practice using a clinometer to measure heights of buildings 

or trees.



Affective geography
Special places

• Choose one place, take a photograph and bring back 
to group ready to explain why you took it.

• Postcard Persuasion. What 3 photos would you take to 
promote the settlement?

• Use the derive cards as you take a wander around the 
village.

• Tourist Hotspot. Where would you direct people to go 
to find out about the key features of the area?



Geography in the news

Young geographer of the year – RGS
KS2 entries – theme is 'blueprint for the future'
Closing date 2/10/23

Grants for schools and colleges – Outdoor Learning 
Grant - South Downs National Park
Opened yesterday 22/5/23

Census maps - ONS
Search for population data, industry, % households using 
renewable energy

https://www.rgs.org/schools/competitions/young-geographer-of-the-year/2023-competition/
https://www.southdowns.gov.uk/learning/grants-for-schools/
https://www.southdowns.gov.uk/learning/grants-for-schools/
https://www.ons.gov.uk/census/maps


Geography in the news

City Walks
Brilliant website of virtual walks around cities –
huge range

Countryle - The best wordle game about 
geography
Hints include hemisphere, continent, 
temperature and population

https://citywalks.live/
https://countryle.com/welcome
https://countryle.com/welcome


Geography in the news

Footage – British Pathé (britishpathe.com)
British Pathé is home to a treasure trove of 
220,000 news films from 1896 to 1984

Episode 70 - Anthony Barlow -
Primary Education Voices | Podcast on Spotify

https://www.britishpathe.com/groups/
https://open.spotify.com/episode/2gT6VP3Wm467HfjlOb98gI
https://open.spotify.com/episode/2gT6VP3Wm467HfjlOb98gI


What I'm reading...



BBC iPlayer - Sahara with Michael Palin
Himalaya also available on iPlayer

https://www.bbc.co.uk/iplayer/episodes/b00cqfb8/sahara-with-michael-palin
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