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Overview 
 
This document contains… 
A medium-term plan that is suitable for KS1. 
 
Points to consider when using this resource 
The planning should be adapted to suit your school and geography curriculum 
intention.  
 
Further curriculum support can be accessed following the link 
Publications for sale | Hampshire County Council (hants.gov.uk) 

 

A framework for a primary geography curriculum - revised May 2021 

This publication has recently been revised for 2021 to reflect the changes in the EYFS 

framework. 

The publication contains a series of medium-term plans linked to the geography National 

Curriculum and beyond, that form a framework to support primary schools with their 

planning and teaching of geography at KS1 and KS2. The framework aims to: develop 

geography skills in conjunction with learning geography knowledge and understanding to 

make connections; return to concepts, skills, vocabulary, and content throughout the 

curriculum to deepen learning and support progress; and give geography a pedagogical 

identity that children recognise. 

Price: HCC £40, external £45 +VAT (electronic) 

  

https://www.hants.gov.uk/educationandlearning/hias/curriculum-support/publications
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My school 

 
1. What would you like children to learn? 

2. Name, locate and identify the UK in the world and their local area in the UK 

3. Understand geographical similarities and differences through studying the human 

and physical geography of a small area of the United Kingdom 

4. Use basic geographical vocabulary to refer to key physical features, including beach, 

cliff, coast, forest, hill, mountain, sea, ocean, river, soil, valley, vegetation, season, 

and weather (delete as appropriate for your school and local area) 

5. Use basic geographical vocabulary to refer to key human features, including city, 

town, village, factory, farm, house, office, port, harbour & shop (delete as 

appropriate for your school and local area) 

6. Use world maps, atlases, and globes to identify the United Kingdom and its 

countries 

7. Use simple compass directions (North, South, East and West) and locational and 

directional language [for example, near and far, left, and right], to describe the 

location of features and routes on a map 

8. Use aerial photographs and plan perspectives to recognise landmarks and basic 

human and physical features; devise a simple map; and use and construct basic 

symbols in a key 
9. Use simple fieldwork and observational skills to study the geography of their school 

and its grounds and the key human and physical features of its surrounding 

environment. 

Key question: What is special about our school? 

 
AIM: Children to know where they are in the UK, what their school is like and how they 

feel about it. 

 

What is the key 

question? 

 

What geography 

content are you going 

to teach? 

What resources are 

you going to use? 

What knowledge, 

understanding and 

skills will children take 

away? 

 

Where in the 

world is the UK? 

Where in the UK 

is the local area 

and what is it 

like? 

 

1, 3, 4, 5, 6, 8 

Chn locate the UK on 

a world map and their 

local area on a UK 

map.  

Chn think about what 

their local area is like 

and identify the human 

and physical features 

using specific 

vocabulary. 

Chn carry out 

fieldwork to observe 

and predict what they 

think is to the north, 

Maps, globe, atlas, 

images 

 

Google Maps 

 

Ppt  

Chn will have 

knowledge of where 

the local area is  

 

Chn have knowledge 

of the human and 

physical features in 

their local area and 

what the area is like. 
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south, east, and east 

of their school. 

Chn discuss what they 

like about their local 

area. Which features 

do they use? 

What are the 

human and 

physical features 

of our school? 

 

2, 3, 4, 7, 8 

 

 

Chn follow clues to 

locate areas in the 

school (treasure hunt) 

Chn identify each 

location and human 

and physical features 

on the map or aerial 

photo  

Chn draw their route 

on a map and describe 

the location of 

features 

Aerial photo or plan 

perspective of school 

 

 

 

 

Chn will gain a feel for 

their surroundings.  

Chn will have 

knowledge of the 

location of human and 

physical features of the 

school. 

Chn develop their 

map reading and 

navigation skills 

Chn develop their 

geography vocabulary 

of human and physical 

features 

What is so good 

about our school? 

 

2, 6, 7, 8 

Chn list what they like 

about their school. 

Chn explore their 

school to think about 

different places.  

Chn identify and 

explain what they like 

and dislike about 

these places. 

Chn plot their route 
on a map. Chn devise 

symbols and a key to 

show their opinions of 

different places 

around the school and 

add the pictures to 

the specific locations. 

Aerial photo or plan 

perspective of school 

 

Camera to take 

photos of chn’s 

chosen places 

 

Fieldwork – 

observations of 

human and physical 
features around the 

school site 

Chn will navigate their 

school to find places 

that evoke an 

emotion. 

 

Chn will think about 

what connection they 

make to places in their 

school. 

 
Chn will use 

observations and ICT 

to collect evidence 

and show on a map. 

What is the other 

school like? 

 

3, 4, 5, 7 

Chn learn about a 

different school (can 

be chosen by the class 

teacher at random, be 

one they have taught 

at or went to as a 

child) 

Chn identify human 

and physical features 

of the school and 

surrounding area.  

Letter from the 

other school 

 

Aerial photo or plan 

perspective of the 

school 

 

Images, Google maps 

 

 

 

 

Chn will compare 

their school to 

another school and 

decide which is better 

with evidence 

gathered from both 

lessons 

Chn will know more 

human and physical 

features you find in a 

school.  

 



KS1: My school  5 

Chn discuss which 

method was easier for 

finding out about what 

an area is like – 

visiting and exploring 

or using the internet.  

 

 

 

What is special 

about our school? 

 

2, 3, 4, 7 

Chn make 

comparisons between 

the two schools 

deciding what they 

like and do not like 

about each. 

Chn think about what 

each school has and 

does not have. What 

would they like to 

explore about the 

other school? 

Chn to find specific 

examples to justify 

their answer. 

Aerial photo or plan 

perspective both 

schools 

 

 

Chn use specific 

vocabulary to identify 

and describe what 

they like and dislike 

about both schools.  

 

Chn write an evidence 

informed opinion. 

 

Additional information  

** The word special in the key question could be changed to another word that explore and 

celebrates the school, e.g. unique or ace. 

 

Lesson 1 - Where in the world is the UK? Where in the UK is the local area and what is it 

like? 

Look at the infant PowerPoint and discuss where in the world the UK is and where in the UK 

their local area is.  

Fieldwork – Stand at different points within the school (front gate, field etc.) What do you 
think is North, South, East, and West? Discuss as a class. 

 

Lesson 2 - What are the human and physical features of our school? 

Treasure hunt around the school by following clues and locating areas on a map. 

 

Lesson 3 - What is so good about our school? 

In groups chn to take photos of their favourite areas of the school. When they get back to 

class, they will try to position these photos on to their school map.  

 

Lesson 4 - What is the other school like? 

Chn receive a letter from the topic character, for example, saying that they know of another 

school that is special and they want the chn to find out what is special about the school. Chn 

to investigate at the other school and identify what human and physical features they have. 

 

Lesson 5/6 – What is special about our school? 

Chn to make comparisons between the two schools and justify their answer with evidence 

(specific examples). Chn to write a letter to the topic character with an evidence informed 

opinion about which school they think is more special and why.   
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Karen Falcon - Geography Team 
 
Karen.Falcon@hants.gov.uk 
 
 
For further details on the full range of services available please contact us using the 
following details: 
 
Tel: 01962 874820 or email: hias.enquiries@hants.gov.uk  
 
 
 

Upcoming Courses 
 
Keep up to date with our learning opportunities for each subject through our Upcoming 
Course pages linked below.  To browse the full catalogue of learning offers, visit our 
new Learning Zone.  Full details of how to access the site to make a booking are 
provided here. 
 

• English 
• Maths 
• Science 
• Geography 
• RE 
• History 
• Leadership 
• Computing 
• Art 
• D&T  
• Assessment 
• Support Staff 
• SEN 

 
  

mailto:hias.enquiries@hants.gov.uk
https://hias-moodle.mylearningapp.com/mod/page/view.php?id=481
https://english.hias.hants.gov.uk/course/view.php?id=522
https://maths.hias.hants.gov.uk/course/view.php?id=218
https://science.hias.hants.gov.uk/course/view.php?id=155
https://geography.hias.hants.gov.uk/course/view.php?id=131
https://re.hias.hants.gov.uk/course/view.php?id=118
https://history.hias.hants.gov.uk/course/view.php?id=91
https://leadership.hias.hants.gov.uk/course/view.php?id=144
https://computing.hias.hants.gov.uk/course/view.php?id=43
https://art.hias.hants.gov.uk/course/view.php?id=35
https://designandtechnology.hias.hants.gov.uk/course/view.php?id=36#section-0
https://languages.hias.hants.gov.uk/course/view.php?id=20
https://hias-moodle.mylearningapp.com/course/view.php?id=82
https://sen.hias.hants.gov.uk/course/view.php?id=5
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Terms and conditions 
 

Terms of licence 
Moodle+ subscribers are licenced to access and use this resource and have agreed to 

pay the annual subscription fee. This authority starts when the fee is paid and ends 

when the subscription period expired unless it is renewed. This file is for personal, or 

classroom use only. By using it, you agree that you will not copy or reproduce this file 

except for your own personal, non-commercial use. HIAS have the right to modify the 

terms of this agreement at any time; the modification will be effective immediately and 

shall replace all prior agreements.  

 

You are welcome to: 

• download this resource 

• save this resource on your computer 

• print as many copies as you would like to use in your school 

• amend this electronic resource so long as you acknowledge its source and 
do not share as your own work. 
 

You may not: 

• claim this resource as your own 

• sell or in any way profit from this resource 

• store or distribute this resource on any other website or another location 
where others can electronically retrieve it 

• email this resource to anyone outside your school or transmit it in any other 
fashion. 

 


