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ideas for quick geographies
that can be taught any time in
the school day. There are
stories that can be developed in
ageographical sense and one
school explains their leamning
all about New Zealand!

Schools can gain support from
me or Karen Falcon when she
feturns. We can work with
schools or subject leaders to
develop an engaging
geography curriculum that
provides challenge and

‘ coverage, as well as
developing those key fieldwork
and map skills.

Sarah Bartlett

Maternity cover (primary)
Hampshire Inspection and
Advisory Service

E-mail: Sarah Bartlett@
hants gov.uk
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Congratulations Karen Falcon!

Atthe end of February half term | gave birth to a litle girl whom
we named Eva. We left for Southampton General at 7.30am
and | was glad that it was half term and the M27 was moving
freelyl She was bom at 12.15pm weighing 7Ib 1oz and has
been healthy and content ever since, which we are very
fortunate to experience. After a slow six weeks we were up and
about and making the most of the random sleep patterns, the
sunny weather and living close to so many friends.

We've explored the local area and have found parks we didn't
know existed, shady walks that were much needed with the
gorgeous weather, and experienced just how much so many
people love a babyl We've also experienced the pickle of an
eight-hour time zone difference with a trip to San Diego, the
Kindness of the lrish with a trip to Limerick and fun of being on
the third floor without a [t for a week with a trip to Hungary. It's
been good fun getting to know the local area more and
dreaming up all sorts of things we can doin the tunnel of trees,
the zebra shade path and the secret field when Eva's older.

I'm retumning to work at the start of September and look forward
to working with so many of you again. I'd like to thank Sarah
Bartlett for all of her work to ensure the support for primary
geography stays strong.
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Geography in the Early Years

Geography? In Reception? We

don't do geography in the Early
Years.

That was my initial thought
back in 2016 when | took
geography on as a subject
leader at my infant school; |
couldn't have been more
wrong!

Over the year we looked at the
foundation skills needed to be a
geographer, and some of the
early skills developed in KS1,
and thought about how we
could incorporate them into
continuous provision in
Reception. We took a Google
Maps Holiday at the end of
every day — starting with the
village we live in, widening out
to our county, country and then
the wider world — dropping
down to street view and
discussing the buildings, what
the weather was like and how
they were different or similar to
our own. This quickly led on to
a class fascination with some of
the tallest buildings in the
world. We spent a session
looking at some of these
buildings, and included some
European landmarks as well,
such as Big Ben and the Eiffel
Tower. The children loved
learning about these countries
and buildings so much that we
tumed them into small world
blocks and added giant floor
maps and atlases {o the small
world and construction areas.
The children soon wanted to
make their own maps — enter

the trusty BeeBotl — and
created towns and villages
using their imaginations; this
was a great way to talk about
the community and the
buildings, people and places
we think are important to us.
We had a great debate about
whether the village Costa
Coffee should shut down (four
year olds, it seems, love
Costal) and also whether we
should build on the village
common

With geography skills now
‘embedded within our provision,
we turned our school focus to
developing fieldwork. With Key
Stage 1 busy with a study of
the oak common, | was
struggling to come up with an
exciting way for Reception to
explore the school
environment. A chat with Sarah
Bartlett at our Geography
Network Meeting helped us to
create a lesson based around
the brilliant Mr Men and Little
Miss series of books. We.
started sharing the stories of
each character every day S0
the children were familiar with
them. Then we introduced our
enquiry question: If the Mr en
characters came to our school,
where in our school grounds

would we find them? We looked

up amap of our school using
Digimaps and the children
made some immediate
predictions; “Mr Happy would
be in our olitdoor area because
that makes us happy too!”
Armed with our map, Mr Men

iss character cards
and an iPad, we set off in
groups of eight to explore our
school grounds. The children
navigated the map — | put a few
pictures on the original Digimap
to assist them here — and at
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each place we stopped, looked

5] and listened before deciding
whether it was a place for any

] of our characters. The children
loved this and had some

@ amazing ideas:

“Little Miss Sunshine can't stay
here because the trees are so
tall they stop the sun coming
in!”

“These flowers are so tall they
would tickle his nose and make
him sneeze — atishoo!”

(Mr Sneeze)

“_ if's concrete so it’s too hard
for him to bounce” (Mr Bounce)

“l think maybe at lunch play
there would be so many
children on the playground
running that it would be loud
and busy ... he would bump
into lots of children!” (Mr Bump
and Little Miss Loud)

At each location we took a
photograph of the children

holding up the character card
and we also plotted a smaller
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character card onto the map
using Blu-Tack. Sadly, the
children decided that there
wasn't a place at our school for
Little Miss Neat — even our
garden, it seems, would put her
off with a few fallen leaves
scattered on the floorl — so we
decided this was something we
would need to talk to our
headteacher about improving

When we retumed to our
classroom the children shared
their investigation with each
other, justifying the decisions
they had made and even
debating with their friends
where they had chosen
different places for the same
character. The children have
enjoyed it so much that they
are now creating their own
characters and storybooks
during Free Flow Time; these
include Mr Disco and Little Miss
Woops — coming soon to a
bookstore near youl

This was a great activity to do
with Reception and would be
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great for Year 1 too. The
objectives we linked it to are:

« Early Years Foundation
Stage - early leaming
goals (ELG); children talk
about the features of their
‘own immediate
environments.

Key Stage 1 - seasonal
and daily weather pattems,
using basic geographical
vocabulary, use and create
maps, use simple fieldwork
and observational skills to
study the geography of
their school and its
grounds.

So, do we do geography in

Reception? Of course we dol

David Payne
Oakwood Infant School

Venturing away from the classroom!

Outdoor learning opportunities are a vital aspect
of teaching and geography is one of the easier
subjects to cover with a field trip. If used
correctly, and timed appropriately, these can
really bring the topic or focus to life for all
children — especially those who can often find
the classroom environment hampers their
learning

In Year 5, we are currently looking at rivers but
through a heavy focus on the cross-curricular
element. Therefore, we decided to take the
children to the Gilbert White Centre in Selborne
at the very beginning of our theme, Why is water
so important?, and we timed it perfectly. With
just one lesson under their belts, in which we
introduced them to the concepts of rivers and
some of the terminology, the field trip allowed
the children to put this knowledge into practice
by venturing into a river (welly boots thoroughly
recommended!) and carry out various.
investigations.

Firstly, they were required to measure the depth
of the riverbed; throughout this experiment, they
had to use their maths skills and discuss/debate
what was making the riverbed different levels.
They were able to use their prior knowledge of
sediment being carried along and deposited in
the flow to answer these questions.

This experiment was followed by a highly
scientific method of measuring the velocity of
the current — a bright, yellow, plastic duck! From
their starting points, they had to measure a
distance of five metres and then time how long it
took their duck to travel this distance. | went
round questioning each group at this point to
see if they could work out why, at different
points of the river, the duck was travelling at
different speeds compared with other parts of
the river. All of them were able to weave the
terms meander, current and alluvium accurately
and confidently into their answers.

As well as investigating velocity of the current,
depth of the riverbed and discovering what
animals lived in the river, the children also
undertook a hike up a hill at the top, they
worked in their designated groups to create a
visual river using leaves, bark and sticks. This
activity enabled the children to put their brief
prior leaming into action — all of them were able
to retain elements of river formations by
physically creating the terminology.

Looking back on the field trip, being allowed into
the river itself really made the concept of rivers
come alive for the children — especially those
who often find elements of class-based leaming
a challenge. One of the highlights was when
they found live fish — the excitement generated
across 30 children from getting 10cm away from
a real fish which they found themselves was
wonderful to see.

It was evidently clear how beneficial this field
trip was to boost, inspire and develop the
children’s leaming along with their enthusiasm
for further leaming; true that not all the
geography curticulum lends itself to specific field
trips (volcanoes or earthquakes), but it s highly
recommended to take the children out of the
comfort of the classroom at any opportunity. It
really does do wonders for their education.

Lydia Kinnell
Greenfields Junior School
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