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Getting to know you

1. Please let us know how familiar you are to this paper and this specification:
• I am completely new to it
• I have been teaching it for less than two years
• I have been teaching it for more than two years

2. How did your candidates perform in GCSE this summer?
• Better than expected
• More or less as we expected
• Lower than we expected
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Improvements to the GCSE exams

As part of our ongoing review of our qualifications, we looked at the level of 
demand and accessibility of our GCSE Geography specifications 
and assessments and in response to this, we made the following improvements 
in the exams.
• No longer have ‘Explain/Suggest’ questions for 4 marks that are not 

structured/scaffolded. Continue to use ‘Explain/Suggest’ for 4 marks that are 
structured/scaffolded e.g. 'Explain/Suggest two

• made minor changes to the phrasing of questions to make the wording clearer 
to students, this includes some of our 8 mark extended response questions. 
Our command words and question styles remain the same

• added additional instructions to candidates to remind them to refer 
to resources in their responses in some of our 8-mark extended response and 
Explain/Suggest questions

• reviewed the level of detail in resources used in our exams to 
ensure information is accessible.



• There is not much variation in the grade outcomes between 2023 and 2024, except for the 
grade 5 boundary whereby 1% less of candidates converted. 

• More students gained a grade 2 and 3 however. 

Grade Statistics GCSE Geography B

13579
2023202420232024202320242023202420232024
98.498.481.782.255.554.525.825.34.84.8Spec. B



• Very little movement grades 7–9.
• Three marks more for a grade 5.
• Four marks more for grades 2–4.  

2024 vs 2023 grade boundaries



Overview of exam performance GCSE Geography A



2. Explain/Suggest Questions



For the 2024 exams we:
• Introduced scaffolding on all 4-mark questions (Explain/Suggest)

Recent improvements to the exams
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The ‘Explain/Suggest’ questions

• ‘Explain’ questions dominate the GCSEs
• Candidates need to be instructed about the difference between ‘describe’ 

and ‘explain’.
• In other words, the command word needs to be understood, as does how it 

appears.
• Explain questions can be worth 2, 3 or 4 marks:

• Explain one…

• Explain two… (always scaffolded and worth 4 marks)

• Explain why/how (max 3 marks) 
• ‘Suggest’ will always be used with a resource.
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The ‘Assess/Evaluate’ questions – the 
challenges and opportunities 

• Across the whole GCSE there are 9 ‘assess/evaluate’ questions (10 
if we include the final 12-mark summative question on Paper 3).

• Some of these questions are tied to a resource, or resources, so 
combine AO4 and AO3.

• The other question on one or other of the fieldwork options also 
combines AO3 and AO4 but has no resource relying on candidates' 
ability to 'communicate enquiry specific findings with (varying) levels 
of clarity’. In other words, an understanding of their familiar fieldwork.
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Assess/Evaluate questions – the ’familiar’ 
fieldwork question

There are six enquiry questions – candidates need to be familiar with 
these, set in the context of their own fieldwork experience in their two 
chosen environments (rivers or coasts, and either urban or rural).
1. What is being investigated? What is the enquiry question?
2. What techniques and methods were used to collect the data?
3. How was that data presented?
4. How was that data analysed? Were theories or models used in that 

analysis?
5. What conclusions were drawn reflecting back on the original 

question?
6. What were the strengths and weaknesses of the whole process?



Delivering better performance on 
the ‘Explain...’ and 
‘Assess/Examine/Evaluate…’ 
questions
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Command words

Explain
To explain something is to provide a reasoned explanation of how or 
why something occurs; this requires a justification/exemplification of 
a point.

Assess/Examine
Assessment involves the use of evidence to determine the relative 
significance of something having given consideration to all relevant 
factors and to identify which are – 'is or are' most important.

Evaluate
Evaluation involves weighting up the pros- and cons- of something 
and coming to a justified conclusion based on the evidence



Writing requirements for ‘assess’ and ‘evaluate' command 
words (8-mark questions)
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‘Explain’ questions

• Put together a list of key words that feature on the specification.
• Develop a bank of the different types of ‘Explain…’ questions for each topic that 

use those keywords.
• Don’t get too engaged in any one element – they do not need to know about five 

different impacts/strategies for Geog A Paper 1 Section A and Geog B Paper 2 
however interesting they might be.

• Concentrate your feedback on establishing a clear understanding of what 
‘explanation’ looks like!

• Use past papers as the medium for revision as often as you can – that will help 
with familiarity.

• 'Beware' of 'Compare'



Q1b

A good understanding of relief rainfall. 2 marks. 



Student responses – Explain one (3-mark)

.

.
.
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4-mark questions

These discriminate strongly (as designed) .

• 4-mark questions can be data stimulus – e.g. Q3diii required the use of evidence 
from a pair of maps

• All four 4-mark questions asked for 2 x extended points – it’s like having 2 x 2-
mark questions:

• state a reason = 1 
• give further explanation / extension = 1 

This style of question is a historic area of weakness at GCSE and A Level
• 1+1 marks (i.e. one mark per reason) are quite common
• Achieving 2+2 is rare
• the second half is often left blank. 
• Candidate performance is stronger on the ‘explain’ two resource-based questions 

(AO2 and AO3).



Q3b

Succinct and accurate explanations of hydraulic action and abrasion. 4 marks. 



Q3f

The candidate has offered two different reasons, one being coastal location 
facilitating easier trade, and the other its proximity to the Middle East and 
establishing a trade deal/arrangement. 4 marks .
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‘Assess/Examine/Evaluate’ questions with 
a resource 

Remember!  
• An 8-mark answer generally comes from 3 well-developed and argued 

points from the resource – not lists of what the student knows from case 
studies.  

• So candidates need to select three points from the resource and develop 
their explanations around an argument.
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Assess the physical and 
human reasons for the 
changes in flood event in the
past 100 years. (8)



23© Pearson Education 2023

• Q4 is broadly physical, Q7 human.
• They are 8 mark* (plus SPaG on 

Q7) questions with a data resource.
• The lead instruction is ‘analyse’, 

then the command word ‘assess’ –
analyse in this case simply means 
‘study the data’.

• These questions discriminate well.



Examine the role of physical processes in the formation of the coastal landforms 
shown.

1. Discordant coastline with 
alternating bands of hard and 
soft rock.

2. Headland, cave, arch, stack

3. Destructive waves are likely 
dominant.  Headlands are 
exposed to more wave energy 
due to refraction of the waves.

4. the dominant processes are 
erosion (hydraulic action and 
abrasion), although weathering 
(biological, chemical) 
contribute to the landscape 
along with rock falls 
(landslides)

AO3 – How does geography 
explain what you see?AO4 – What do we see in the Figure?

Image source: Pearson Edexcel GCSE Geography A Paper 1 2024
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Student responses – Examine 

AO4

AO3



Student responses – Examine 
AO4

AO3
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Describing distributions – the technique

How to decipher patterns
• General pattern/distribution. Is it even or uneven?
• Does it sub-divide into coherent areas/zones?
• Any anomalies in these subdivisions?



28© Pearson Education 2023

Describing distributions – the vocabulary

Limited range of words needed
• Even or uneven
• Dispersed or clustered
• High or low density
Encourage the use of 
• relative/comparative language 
• … and get them to manipulate data if at all possible.
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Describing distributions – the reality



30© Pearson Education 2023

Describing trends – the technique

How to decipher trends:
1. Overview: is it consistent or irregular?
2. Does it sub-divide into coherent periods?
3. Any anomalies in these sub-divisions?
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Describing trends – the vocabulary

Once again, a limited range of terms needed:
• Up/down/constant
• Consistent, irregular
• Rate is faster/slower/constant
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Describing trends – the reality
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Change – before and after

• Merthyr Tydfil was once 
a major centre of UK 
industry based on the 
co-location of coal and 
iron ore.

• There were 1.1 million 
miners in the UK in 1911 
– today there are less 
than 500.

• Today it is one of the 
most deprived towns in 
the UK. 

• Therefore, economic 
changes are important.

© Alamy / Volgi archive © Alamy / John Kinsey, The Photolibrary Wales
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• One thing leads to another.

More multiplier 
effect

Contains public sector information licensed 
under the Open Government Licence v3.0.
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‘Assess/Evaluate’ questions without a 
resource 

Remember!
• An 8-mark answer generally comes from 3 well-developed and argued 

points. Case studies (AO2) form the basis of evidence used in developing 
an argument (AO3)



Student responses – Evaluate

AO2

AO3



Student responses – Evaluate

AO2 AO3



Student responses – Assess AO2 AO3



Q3g

The candidate has offered generic challenges 
of rapid population growth in Mumbai. The 
response also lacks assessment. 5 marks.



Delivering better performance on 
the fieldwork questions 
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Fieldwork questions 

• It’s essential to teach to 
the six stages of fieldwork 
enquiry

• The exam covers at least 
2 of the 6 stages of the 
enquiry process each 
year.

• This means that all of 
these stages need to be 
covered.

• Exam questions focus on 
students’ own fieldwork 
(familiar context) and on 
the fieldwork of others 
(unfamiliar context) i.e. 
application. 

Parts 1 and 3 are easily overlooked!
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Fieldwork requirements in the 
specification  

So the Principal 
Examiner will assume 
that candidates have:
• measured changes 

in river channel 
characteristics (or 
coastal equivalent)

• used a qualitative 
method on the 
'factors that affect 
flood risk' 

but can assume 
nothing else.



Fieldwork question pain points 

• Qualitative and quantitative data caught many candidates out emphasising the need to know 
the difference between qualitative and quantitative data. 

• Describe or explain a method
• Sampling strategies
• Similarly, the difference between primary and secondary data still presents a barrier. This links 

to a point later that I will make about key terms. 
• All of the 8-mark fieldwork questions performed less well. This demonstrates a need to 

practice both familiar and unfamiliar equally.



Q9c

Accurate qualitative data to 'examine 
the surrounding characteristics' and 
refer to in the 'evaluation’. 2 marks. 



Describe / Explain one method



Describe / Explain one method

.

.

.

.



Describe / Explain one method

.

.

.

.



Familiar and unfamiliar 8-mark questions
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General guidance to improve performance 
on the unfamiliar questions 
• Get your timing right – one of the lessons of 2022 is that candidates can do better on this 

question than most of the other 8-mark questions across the whole specification

• Be clear why you chose your location (general area for data collection) and how you chose your 
sites (the points where you actually took measurements.

• Did you consider how much time your needed to reach your locations and sites and carry out 
your work?

• Were there any access problems in collection your data – legal or practical?

• What safety and ethical issues might arise from your attempt to collected primary data?

• Did you use any sampling – was it systematic or stratified and why that choice?

• Be clear what techniques you have used in your primary data collection and how they may 
have been both inaccurate and unreliable – was your equipment good enough to produce 
accurate measurements?

• How much of your primary data relied on subjective rather than objective data?

• What qualitative data did you collect?

• What were your secondary data sources?



Common mistakes and tips



Exam technique reasons:
• Writing style for ‘assess’ and ‘evaluate command 

words (8-mark questions).
• 4-mark (2+2) questions without a resource (AO1 

and AO2) – breadth of knowledge.
• Developing a chain of reasoning – depth of 

knowledge.
• Missing out graph completion questions
• Not following the rubric (one decimal place etc, 

incomplete working) on 'calculate questions'
• Imbalance of AO3 andAO4 content for responses 

to 'examine/assess' questions
• Rubric issues in terms of completing both 

optional questions

Common mistakes across all papers

Content-related reasons:
• Application of knowledge (AO3) – on 

‘examine/assess’ questions – explaining in 
depth the processes responsible for what 
is shown in the resource.

• Recall of geographical vocabulary.

• Superficial or generic K+U of detailed 
content linked to 8-mark questions without 
a resource



General tips 

1. Climate and atmosphere – the majority of answers show a very limited grasp of the physical 
processes associated with weather, climate and atmosphere.

2. A general lack of understanding on how river processes change from the upper course to 
the lower course.

• The merging of country/people/government – try to move beyond 'it is good for India’. 
Remember that Assess and Explain dominate this paper (as they do the others)

• Understand the different types of 8-mark assess questions

• Understand the different types of ‘Explain...’ questions

• Understand the AOs that are being tested

• Embed them in your teaching and your testing

• Make your own questions

• All candidates should get something from the 3 resource- based ‘Assess/Examine’ questions 
at least Level 1 for saying something about the resource!
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• There are some common strengths across the three exam 
papers:
o Candidates are getting better at using the resources 

provided more effectively in their responses and this is 
increasing performance on those questions more than 
those without

• There are some common challenges across the three exam 
papers:
o Writing responses to meet the demands of 'assess' and 

'evaluate' questions
o Explain/suggest one 3-mark questions often present a 

challenge
o Explain two 4-mark questions without a resource often 

present a challenge.

Summary 



• Topography 
• Intermediate technology
• Landscape vs. landform
• Colonialism and neo-colonialism 
• Unconventional fossil fuels 
• Quantitative and qualitative 
• Primary and secondary 

Key terms

geog-b-key-terms-and-lang-student-guide.pdf 
(pearson.com)
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Supporting you every step of the way

• Editable 2-year and 3-year course 
planners.

• Schemes of work and topic booklets
for every topic.

• Detailed guide to understanding the 
exam papers.

• Maths for GCSE Geography guide.
• Fieldwork guide for GCSE Geography 

B.
• 'Pace Yourself' guide to a 2-year 

GCSE course.
• Knowledge Organisers for all three 

exam papers
• Key terms guides for teachers and 

students.



2. A level hints and tips



In the Explain 6- and 8-mark questions, do students need to 
bring in other factors from beyond the question wording?

In these ‘Explain’ questions, students are not expected to do any assessment of 
the factors that relate to the question, so they aren’t required to make any 
judgements about the role/contribution of factors to the context presented in the 
question.



In the ‘Assess’ 12-mark questions, how far can students get 
in the mark scheme if there is no assessment demonstrated 
in their response?

Without with making any form of judgement and argument about the significance 
of factors, students would be limited to Level 1 (1-4 marks) in the 12-mark 
‘Assess’ questions. 



In the extended response questions e.g. the 20-mark 
Evaluate questions in Papers 1 and 2, what is the difference 
between AO1 and AO2?

In the longer essay questions, AO1 marks are awarded to students for 
demonstrating knowledge and understanding of the taught specification content, 
its accuracy, and its relevance of the question title. Most of the marks available 
in these questions in Papers 1 and 2 are for demonstrating AO2. These AO2 
marks are awarded for deconstructing the key terms in the question, their 
interpretation of the question title and their selection evidence/examples to 
support this, and their judgements/conclusions. P



Can both ‘place studies’ be within one borough/county? 
What if the place that my school is in doesn’t have much for 
students to study?AO2?

Your local place doesn’t have to be where the school is located, it could be 
somewhere relatively nearby that has more for the students to study. You can 
choose two places within the same borough or county, for example studying two 
contrasting wards within the Royal Borough of Kensington and Chelsea.


