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Session overview

• 2023 entries & grading

• High level feedback across components based on examiners reports

• Key themes to improve performance 

• AO2/AO3 question types

• Engaging in fieldwork assessment 

• Upcoming support from AQA

• Recap of useful resources to support your teaching
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High level 
feedback on exams
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• Performance this year was comparably similar to those seen prior to exam disruption

• There was evidence of some improvement on feedback given following the 2022 series ( e.g use 

of photographs, deconstructing 6 and 9 mark questions and more accurate use of case study 

information)

• In many cases, students were much more able to have a go at answering some questions that 

perhaps in the past they may have struggled to access

• Students demonstrated in many cases that they were able to respond appropriately to the 

command words in the question
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Lead examiner comments based on reports



• There is still some confusion when responding to AO2/AO3 questions correctly, where students 

are asked to ‘use the figure and your own understanding’ 

• Not all required mathematical skills were carried out well, and often students missed out on 

marks due to avoidable errors

• The return of students own fieldwork assessment was clearly challenging for many, difficulties 

in recalling fieldwork titles or responding to questions with some specific fieldwork context 

made it difficult to access the full mark range

• In many cases, students confused different elements of the fieldwork enquiry sequence (e.g

discussing data collection techniques instead of data presentation
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Lead examiner comments based on reports



Feedback from teachers

• It was felt generally that the papers this year continued the trajectory of improving the accessibility of 

questions 

• Students felt more able to give questions a go

• The theme of the pre-release generally was welcomed

• Some flagged the slightly different  focus of questions 1.11 compared to other 9 mark questions. Largely 

the performance on this question was comparable to other 9 markers and it is an appropriate way of 

assessing AO1, AO2 and AO3

• Although we’ve made some progress with reducing the number of figures using colour profiles, there were 

still some items students with CVD (colour vision deficiency) struggled to access
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Key themes to 
improve 
performance
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Paper 1&2: AO2 & AO3 stimulus questions

• These are always in the form of 4 or 6 mark questions where students are asked to “use Figure X and your own 
understanding” OR “use figure x and an example/case study”

• The lack of marks here available just in relation to knowledge (AO1) means that students need to take a particular 
approach to answering these questions (I.e. It’s not the same as answering a 9 mark question or indeed other 6 
mark questions)

• They come with a figure (a ‘novel situation’) where students are required to apply their understanding to the 
figure presented to them

• These figures can be any form of stimulus – maps, graphs, data, text or as a combination

• Students often find themselves simply lifting and repeating information in the figure with poor development, and 
don’t necessarily demonstrate a good level of understanding

• Often students focus all of their attention on utilising the figure, that they forget to address the command (e.g. to 
what extent)  which is essential to reaching level 3
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Paper 2 (02.3): AO2 & AO3 stimulus questions

“As in previous years and in common with the other 6 
mark AO2/AO3 questions on this paper, students 
struggled to respond by applying their knowledge 
and understanding to the new situation.” 

• Students often default to repeating information 
lifted directly from the figure

• Often the links to the theme in the question 
(sustainability) were only implicitly addressed 

• ‘to what extent’ was rarely fully addressed, with 
few answers at level 3. 

• Those who did access level 3 generally did so by 
properly examining the photographs and 
considering the carbon footprints of construction 
and employee transportation. 
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Paper 1&2: AO2 & AO3 stimulus questions

What should you be looking for?

• The best Level 3 answers to these questions tend to include ideas that go beyond the source or 

selected example/case study

• Some very good answers also apply detailed understanding to the figure alone and develop very 

thorough assessment or discussion

• Where there is an explicit instruction to refer to an example or case study, students must do this to 

access Level 3

• Pay attention to the command in the question and ensure that there is evidence of well evidenced 

judgement where required
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Paper 2 (02.3): AO2 & AO3 
stimulus questions
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Paper 2 (02.3): AO2 & AO3 stimulus questions
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• Showed clear engagement with the 
figure

• Demonstrates good understanding 
of sustainability and uses relevant 
evidence from the figure

• Links to sustainability are there, 
however are not thoroughly 
explored

• The ‘to what extent’ in the question 
isn’t as strong and although 
balance within the argument isn’t 
necessary to reach level 3, some 
awareness of the counterargument 
is really purposeful 



Paper 2 (02.3): AO2 & AO3 stimulus questions
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• Detailed use of the figure using 

relevant evidence to support 

judgements

• Application of knowledge and 

understanding well demonstrated 

through the bringing in of a learned 

example

• Consideration of ‘to what extent’ is 

evidenced throughout with an 

acknowledgement of the 

counterargument 



Paper 1&2: AO2 & AO3 stimulus questions - improving 
performance 

Some key points to consider when reflecting on your teaching:

• Ensure that students are able to look for triggers in the question to recognise them (eg “use figure x and 

your own understanding” OR “use figure x and an example/case study”

• Listing the many examples of these question types across past series’ can help, and create similar 

questions yourselves that use those recognisable phrases

• Practice approached to avoid simply lifting information from a figure and instead using evidence from the 

figure to support students understanding more appropriately (this can also help students make better use 

of the pre-release as well)
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Engagement in 
fieldwork 
assessment



• Summer 2023 saw the return to full fieldwork assessment for the first time since 2019, where students 

answer questions based on their two fieldwork investigations (human and physical) that link to various 

stages of the enquiry sequence 

• It’s clear that equity of access to good quality fieldwork is a challenge in many schools, and this can be seen 

in the way students respond to this part of the assessment

• If you require some support with fieldwork planning, being creative about the fieldwork you chose in 

reference to the specification, or guidance on students unable to access planned fieldwork, please refer to 

our guidance
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Paper 3: Familiar fieldwork

https://www.aqa.org.uk/resources/geography/gcse/geography/teach/fieldwork-guidance-opportunities-and-planning


Assessment objective recap

• Fieldwork almost exclusively assesses AO3 (application) and AO4 (skills). There are only a few 

marks for AO2 (understanding)

• There are NO AO1 (knowledge) marks at all in Paper 3. This means that questions cannot appear 

that ask students to tell us things like ‘what they did’ or ‘how they did it’, Instead questions 

focus on the ‘why’

➢ Why did you choose this location to carry out your investigation?

➢ Why was systematic sampling the most appropriate sampling technique?

➢ Why is it important to carry out a risk assessment?
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AO3: Apply knowledge and understanding to interpret, analyse and 
evaluate geographical information and issues to make judgements (35%, 
including 10% applied to fieldwork context(s)).



Section B Qn4
Unfamiliar fieldwork
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16 marks  (12 marks AO4, 4 marks AO3)

Maximum tariff is 4 marks

Tests students' fieldwork skills that are not 

related to their own enquiry

Familiarise yourself with the skills checklist 

(page 29-32 in the specification)

23 marks (20 marks AO3, 3 marks SPaG)

One 6 marker, one 9 marker 

Related to the students own physical and 

human investigations

Section B Qn5
Familiar fieldwork
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Paper 3: The enquiry sequence (pg 27 & 28)



• Fieldwork is almost always the section of the exam where students don’t perform as well

• Typically performance is much lower compared to Paper 1 and 2

• This shift from the ‘why’ as opposed to the ‘what’ contributes to that, as it’s very difficult to award marks 

to students who just describe what they do.

• Students who do better in this section are continually practising being able to justify their investigation, 

methods and evaluate what they found out, and what they could do better
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Paper 3: Familiar fieldwork



Engaging in the enquiry sequence

“The questions will always relate to elements of 

the Geographical Enquiry table (Strands 1 to 6) 

found within the geography specification.” you 

can also refer to our guidance on the enquiry 

sequence. 

“A significant proportion of students talked 

about data collection techniques rather than 

data presentation techniques and consequently 

many students either failed to score any marks 

or did not attempt the question.”
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Paper 3: Familiar fieldwork 

https://www.aqa.org.uk/resources/geography/gcse/geography/teach/fieldwork-guidance-requirements-assessment-and-enquiry-sequence
https://www.aqa.org.uk/resources/geography/gcse/geography/teach/fieldwork-guidance-requirements-assessment-and-enquiry-sequence
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Paper 3: Familiar fieldwork (05.3)
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Paper 3: Familiar fieldwork (05.3)

• This example shows the minimum 

requirement to get into level 2

• Simple description of data 

presentation methods with a good 

analysis of their effectiveness 

• Students need to demonstrate an 

understanding of the technique and its 

limitations 
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Paper 3: Familiar fieldwork (05.3)
• Top of level 3 goes some way further to 

demonstrating a critique of the method 
and what else was needed for it to be 
effective

• Very little description of data 
presentation, the focus is largely on 
evaluating its effectiveness 

• The context provided by the student 
showed that the methods were 
relevant to the specific enquiry

• It’s useful to see an example where a 
student doesn’t rely on one single 
method of data presentation, the 
comparative context helps to support 
the evaluation



Some key points to consider when reflecting on your teaching:

• Consider referring back to the 6 strands to the enquiry when planning your fieldwork delivery and 
revision

• Make sure students see the clear differences in enquiry strands and use these strands to guide your 
structure 

• Developing manageable fieldwork titles that are easier to remember

• Encourage students to give some context, as much as they can in the exam if they cannot recall their 
fieldwork titles

• When marking mock exams, put yourself in the shoes of an examiner that has no insight into the 
fieldwork you’ve undertaken, and consider if the student is giving you enough information and accurate 
context
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Paper 3: Familiar fieldwork - improving performance



Supporting you
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Supporting you 
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Curriculum connect

AQA | Professional development | Course finder

Each term we offer a series of ‘Curriculum Connects’ 
that are completely free and delivered by us.

Spring programme:

A-level NEA support focussed on addressing 
markscheme misconceptions

GCSE Geography Paper 3, improving decision making 
Geography and fieldwork engagement 

GCSE and A-level discovery for new to AQA and those 
considering switching

Training/feedback events

AQA | Professional development | Course finder

Check the professional development page of the 

website regularly to sign up to upcoming CPD

We are now releasing recorded versions of each CPD 

event on demand after those events are completed. 

You can access Autumn term feedback for example 

now by filtering ‘on demand’

https://www.aqa.org.uk/professional-development/search?f.Subjects%7CD=Geography&f.Themes%7CV=Curriculum+Connect
https://www.aqa.org.uk/professional-development/search?f.Subjects%7CD=Geography&f.Themes%7CV=Feedback


Upcoming resource support launches
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Updating teacher support

This academic year we’re updating lots of our support materials as 

below

Fieldwork Guidance
Command words
Subject specific 
vocab
Assessment 
training

Getting started e-
learning modules 
(GCSE and A-Level 
Geography)

September 2023

Exemplar 
responses and 
commentaries from 
2023 series. Pre-
release guidance

Spring 2024

EDI related 
resources

Supporting 
students at grades 
1-3

Summer 2024
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Autumn 2023



These 4 videos cover the general 
principles of assessment that apply 
to all subjects and all assessments.  

The material covered is essential 
knowledge for all school and college 
teachers and leaders.

❖ General assessment principles

❖ Understanding students’ minds

❖ Language in questions

❖ Mark schemes

These are a series of short subject 
specific videos presented by subject 
assessment experts.  The focus is on 
how the general assessment 
principles are applied at subject and 
qualification level.

They look in greater depth at one or 
more aspects of assessment giving a 
deeper insight into how our 
question papers and mark schemes 
are designed for fair and accurate 
assessment, showing what makes 
each subject unique and why.

These subject specific on-demand courses 
give expert instruction from a senior AQA 
examiner in how to apply mark schemes 
to key question types, as well as providing 
the opportunity to take part in marking 
activities. Their aim is to:

Improve confidence in awarding marks 
accurately.

Gain a better understanding of mark 
scheme application.

Identify typical features and 
characteristics of responses.

Practise and receive feedback on student 
response examples.

1. What makes good assessment?

The Inside Assessment programme                                                                                  
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2. Bringing assessment to life 3. Mark scheme guidance and application
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Available now: 

Citizenship Studies, Computer Science, Design & 

Technology,  Economics, English Language, 

Geography, Law, Maths, Media, PE, Psychology, 

Religious Studies, GCSE Science, Sociology

More subjects coming soon (from January 2024)

All of our assessment training is free of charge and 

available via either video or eLearning, on demand, 

so you can access it at a time to suit you.

Find out more at Inside Assessment 
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AQA | Inside Assessment | Bringing assessment to life | 
Geography

Inside assessment for Geography

https://www.aqa.org.uk/professional-development/inside-assessment
https://www.aqa.org.uk/professional-development/inside-assessment/bringing-assessment-to-life/geography?subject=Geography
https://www.aqa.org.uk/professional-development/inside-assessment/bringing-assessment-to-life/geography?subject=Geography


Curriculum Connect 
Feedback

Our Curriculum Connect sessions are a space 

where you and our Curriculum specialists can 

collaborate. In order to help meet your needs and 

expectations, we kindly ask you to complete the 

below. 

Curriculum Connect Feedback Form
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https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=VgltJykPAk6Du_FnlrO_asKR5LHUViREtnAiicsWlgxUQ1dISjJJS1BJSFhTTklVWTJCTzFZWloyVC4u


Thank you
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geography@aqa.org.uk
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