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Section 1

Summer 2023




2023 exam series

What went well for your students?

What didn’t go so well for your students?



Overview of 2023 series

What went well:

* There seems to be an improvement in .
candidates understanding of command
words and their corresponding answers. .

Candidates who are able to develop their .
responses across all three papers are the
most successful.

Timing did not appear to be an issue on any
paper and most papers were finished.

Comprehensive responses to the ‘familiar
fieldwork’ question on component 2 show
that for most candidates, conducting
fieldwork is back post-covid.

RAPHY

Geographical skills handbook for

Areas for improvement:

Accuracy of describing location/distribution
using compass directions.

Choice of case studies.

Numeracy questions are still not well
answered.

« Candidates not reading question and
not giving answers to the correct
decimal place.

Candidates simply not completing
numeracy questions, eg ‘complete
the graph’ style questions.
Candidates not showing their
working when asked.

GCSE Geographlcal Skills handbook

OCR GCSE Geography (A and B)



https://www.ocr.org.uk/Images/594899-geographical-skills-handbook.pdf

GCSE Geography GCSE B (01) - Examiner Report extracts

Candidates who
did well on this
paper generally

+ used place specific detail

provided well developed responses
had learnt key terms

identified the correct case study
used BUG to help decode the
guestion




GCSE Geography GCSE B (02) - Examiner Report extracts

Candidates who did well
on this paper generally

responded to the keywords and command words in the higher
tariff questions

demonstrated good mathematical skills and understanding
developed their case study responses with accurate place
specific detail

understood the difference between data collection and data
representation

reflected thoroughly on the accuracy of their own fieldwork
investigation




GCSE Geography GCSE B (03) - Examiner Report extracts

Candidates who did well
on this paper generally

developed their extended responses using links to the
resources and their wider understanding

were able to interpret climate graphs

demonstrated good mathematical skills and
understanding

responded to the keywords and command words in the
higher mark questions

demonstrated competent skills of written communication




What support material already exists for exams?

« Examiners’ reports Link to examiners' reports and candidate exemplars (2018 and 2019)

« Exemplar candidate work

Section 3 - Using place specific detail

Question 1(c)

G c S E (9- 1 ) GCSE (9'1} (c) Case study - UK based natural weather hazard event.

Name of chosen UK based natural weather hazard

Examiners’ report

GEOGRAPHYB

Exemp’ar Caﬂdidate Work Evaluale the responses 1o your chosen UK based natural weather hazard. 16

Exemplar 1 3 marks

GEOGRAPHY B s

The mspwcﬁo-hbo.sw!—fe Plogdwn] Very g o

(GEOGRAPHY FOR kb

(GEOGRAPHY FOR
ENQUIRING MINDS)

J384

For first teaching in 2016

ENQUIRING MINDS)

J384

For first teaching in 2016

L gelting cavghtup.: a.li&.b(nx.'fgl
b il AL wﬂhdob’zg unablo_tg.. mw@a-
BIn 1y 0einion Il rdlpo SRl very g ook .

Exempla 2 6 marks
J384/01 Summer 2019 P
. . . Tie SANRTGEN. VIR LIERIN. TIMD. Sy TEARANRE A
examll'latlon SEI’IES 29181 JucBrigade eouma in. fashuall Acried i, Boscoalle.
Version 1 houropen. 0400, asmived. A4S 0dL. gL ertinogeed. Tadtnk
o sasety. Addaeasay Thia 102 POSHIC 00 1Y 100, 5.0,
gentha ol hod 1o wpack din. PYEI e e g i nuabe

Te a C h Ca m b ri d ge G howoes, mnd oingsaes . N0 G.eo,, SRCONAG. R ARaNKS

J384/02 Summer 2023 series



https://www.ocr.org.uk/qualifications/gcse/geography-b-geography-for-enquiring-minds-j384-from-2016/assessment/
https://www.ocr.org.uk/qualifications/teach-cambridge/

ldentifying a focus for teaching / revision

A very useful tool for data analysis is Active Results along with the
examiners’ reports.

You can:

* Identify the questions your students (on average as a cohort)
did poorly on.

+ Compare these to the national average for the question.

+ Study the question, the mark scheme and the examiners’
report together.

+ |dentify a solution/next step to tackling the issue in your
schemes of work.

e.g., if the numeracy questions are identified as a common issue
consider working these more explicitly into your schemes of work,
embedding a numeracy question in every starter/do
now/homework activity, working with the maths or science
departments.

OCR activeresults

Oxford Cambridge and RSA

Home  Specification reports  Unit/ Component Reports = Candidate search ~ My reports  Help and support ~ Preferences

Welcome to OCR Active Results

OCR's Active Results service provides teachers with access to in depth results data enabling more comprehensive analysis
of both your centre and candidate results. It is intended that the service is intuitive and easy to use whilst also providing
sufficient capabilities to allow you to view the data in ways that best meet your requirements.

Choose the qualifications and subjects you want to view by changing your preferences.

Get started and view reports

Two report Seven report r 1 Four report
types offering types offering | M\m“‘j types offering
results analysis results analysis e results analysis
ata at a unit level o — gl focussed on
specification _— individual

level = candidates



https://activeresults-online.ocr.org.uk/

Section 2

Low tariff questions




Describing patterns on maps and graphs

When completing ‘Describe the pattern’ question stems candidates should
look initially for general patterns and then for more specific points. They
should be confident applying this to a range of contexts.

OR

]

General  Specific Exceptions Trend

Comment €xamples Evidence
Bl Anomalies



IGCSE Geography B example (2023), Paper 3. |

(a) Look at Fig. 1 in the Resource Booklet, which shows a map of Mexico.

Wh at went Wel | Describe the location of Mexico City.
HEXICO. LIEY. IS 1IN ENS CONHE 08 MEXIEO. 5.
Many candidates were able to ER.ENS. SOMEN. ENSEDE Gunasaantra.ound.

accurately describe the location of  +O Hae . NOrH . e ASOOMNNSSY
Mexico City using compass

i et eSS SRRt et e 2
directions and/or distances from (2]
other named locations. (c) Look at Fig. 3 in the Resource Booklet, which shows a climate graph for Mexico City.

. Using data from Fig. 3, describe the annual pattern of pregipitation.
_Those candldate_s who correctly DA ,ﬂirﬂq‘wﬁ«f’m ...... f(/“ CW% ................. JPWM?LMMWS
interpreted the climate graph were .
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able to accurately describe the
annual pattern of precipitation
through selecting changes
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. Y
quoting data from the bar chart ¢ ng//f/wwéVmof' ..... @f%%%&fkﬂcaﬂ}ﬁﬁ% ..........
dots MYL ______ '(’,KG@D{ 1.0 s [4]



Describe the distribution/pattern/trend (maps/graphs)...

* Typically, worth 2, 3 or 4 marks.

« IF worth 2 marks, generally the marks are purely for the geographical pattern/trend visible.
* IF worth 3 or 4 marks, there is a mark available for QWC (Quality of Written Communication)

— how well the answer has been written/is it logical. (AO4)

For example: OCR Geography A specification 2022:

3 (a) Study Fig. 3 in the separate Resource Booklet, which shows:a wind rose-for Newquay Airport,
Cornwall. L .

(i) Describe the patiern of wind direction as shown in Fig. 3.

Component 1; A wind rose was
the resource; 3 marks. 2 for
pattern, 1 for QWC

(iii) Describe the pattern of exports from the USA shown in Fig. 1.

Component 2; A world map
was the resource; 3 marks. 2
for pattern, 1 for QWC

2 (a) Study the bar chart below, which shows average monthly rainfall in Shrewsbury, a town in
England.

(b) Describe the pattern of rainfall shown. Use data in your answer.

Component 3; A bar chart was
the resource; 4 marks. 2 for
pattern, 1 for QWC, 1 for data




Using photographs

Accurately identifying features from a photograph is a
common question in geography examinations. Candidates
need to name something they can actually see in the
photograph.

The two most commonly seen errors which would not be
given marks in the examination are; candidates naming
something that’s missing from the photograph, or
candidates quoting an opinion not a feature.

Candidates should be reminded that when the question
asks for one feature, it is the first feature in their response
which the examiner will give marks or not to, as appropriate




Numeracy Questions

“Questions which require students to do calculations are often the least successfully
answered questions on the paper.” OCR B Examiners’ Report 2023, Component 2

Examiner report states that the most common reason for mistakes and not gaining full
marks is not giving a response to one decimal place or showing working out.

» Candidates need to read the guestions more carefully to ensure they:

a) write answers to the correct decimal places (often the most common error to
numeracy questions) and;

b) show workings when asked.

(i) Look atFig. 1in the Resource Bookdst. {ii) Calculate the mean time taken at place C.

Fig. 1 shows changes in winter sea ice volume in the Arctic, 1980-2010. _ .
Write your answer to one decimal place.

Calculate the mean annual volume of ice loss.

Show your working.

Place C ...t e

km3/year [2]

Geography B - J3384/01 - Summer 2023 Question 2 (b) (ii) / Question 5 (b) (ii)

(1]

© OCR 2023



Section 3

Case study questions




Case Studies

How do you approach case studies with your students?



|GCSE Geography B example (2023), Paper 1.
Question 3d — Distinctive Landscapes: level marking

(d) CASE STUDY -

Level 3 (5-6 marks)

An answer at this level demonstrates thorough knowledge of
the formation of the chosen landform (AO1) and a thorough

‘Coastal landscape in the UK
Name of a UK coastal landscape you have studied ..... S RS5Ce G0,

Explain the formation of one landform formed by geomorphic processes in your chosen

understanding of the geomorphic processes that created it coastel landecape.
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This will be shown by including well-developed ideas about
erosional/ depositional processes.

The answer must also include place-specific details for the
named UK coastal landscape. Amount of relevant place-
specific detail determines credit within level.
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|GCSE Geography B example (2023), Paper 1.

Question 3d — Distinctive Landscapes: level marking

L2, 3 marks. Some reasonable (d} CASESTUDY

discussion of processes but no PLC Coastal landscape in the UK

so is restricted to bottom level 2 — Name of a UK coastal landscape you have studied ... LR SR2& ocorrirriern

answer Only refers to LUlWOfth Cove Explain the formation of one landform formed by geomorphic processes in your chosen

and would need further place coastal landscape.
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Case study question (1e)

|GCSE Geography B example (2023), Paper 2.

Most students were able to name an EDC or
LIDC city in the context of this question, others
named an EDC or LIDC for example Ethiopia or
an AC city for example London, these were
incorrect examples.

Cities most commonly referred to were Lagos,
Istanbul and Mumbai.

Lower performing candidates wrote everything
they knew about their case study city,
disregarding the keywords of the question.

The question required candidates to reflect on
three aspects of the city’s importance:
regionally, nationally and globally.

Many candidates were able to write about two

of the three elements required but few
candidates wrote about all three

A city’s location and importance
Name of LIDCIOREDC CitY: :nmimnsinmimmnsississsasmisiimsirssiimiisreminiis i

Examine the importance of an LIDC or EDC city within its region, the country, and the wider
world.

Centres must emphasise the importance of
understanding both command words and keywords in
the question. Providing candidates with a glossary of
commonly used command words as stated in the
specification and encouraging a technique of highlighting
command words during the examination will assist
candidates in achieving higher marks.



Section 4

Level marked questions




‘Levelled responses’

+ These are not ‘point’ marked like all the other examples we have seen so far.

« Examiners look at the answers holistically and decide which ‘level’ an answer best fits in
and then determines the marks from there.

+ ‘Development’ of points is the key thing to all levelled answers.

Thorough

Reasonable

Basic

AO1

AO2

AO3

A range of accurate
knowledge that is
relevant to the
question.

A range of accurate
understanding that is
relevant to the
question.

Accurate interpretation through the application of relevant knowledge and
understanding.

Accurate analysis through the application of relevant knowledge and understanding.
Supported evaluation through the application of relevant knowledge and
understanding.

Supported judgement through the application of relevant knowledge and
understanding.

Some knowledge
that is relevant to the
question.

Some understanding
that is relevant to the
question.

Some accuracy in interpretation through the application of some relevant knowledge
and understanding.

Some accuracy in analysis through the application of some relevant knowledge and
understanding.

Partially supported evaluation through the application of some relevant knowledge
and understanding.

Partially supported judgement through the application of some relevant knowledge
and understanding.

Limited knowledge
that is relevant to the
topic or question.

Limited understanding
that is relevant to the
topic or question.

Limited accuracy in interpretation through lack of application of relevant knowledge
and understanding.

Limited accuracy in analysis through lack of application of relevant knowledge and
understanding.

Un-supported evaluation through lack of application of knowledge and understanding.
Un-supported judgement through lack of application of knowledge and
understanding.

© OCR 2023



Developing extended responses

“Less successful responses were more likely to provide a greater number of ideas, with each in less
detail. This contrasted with more successful responses that demonstrated fewer ideas but in more
detail and with a greater degree of analysis as candidates understood the command words, such as

Jn

‘assess’.” OCR Geography B, Component1 Examiners’ Report, 2022

“Candidates scored best where centres had encouraged them to structure their extended writing
Skills into three paragraphs covering benefits, problems and conclude with a judgement.” OCR
Geography B, Component 2 Examiners Report, 2019

“Io help candidates, centres can practice writing evaluations using a PEEL structure — making a
point, using evidence, explaining the evaluation before linking to the question.” OCR Geography B,
Component 1, 2019

Resource available from OCR: Strategies to Support Students in Developing Level Marked Questions

© OCR 2023


https://www.ocr.org.uk/Images/627768-strategies-to-support-students-in-tackling-level-marked-questions.pdf

Approaching the Level Marked Questions

Across all 3 components the wording of questions can sometimes be challenging. For
many candidates' interpretation of the question affects the number of marks achieved.

Some techniques that were successfully used in the Geographical Exploration component
included:

BUG the question BUST the question
Box the command Box the command word
word Underline key parts
Underline key parts Substitute key words
Glance back over Think

As in Components 01 and 02 development of points is crucial to access Level 2 and beyond.



‘BUG’ing the question

« Money, jobs, infrastructure,

* Insurance spending
Global scale « Mitigating

* Repairing

 More serious?
e Worse?

/ * Harder to fix?

(c)* ‘The worldwide economic impacts of climate change are more concerning than the

environmental impacts.’

To what extent do you agree|with this statement?

« Natural environments How far do you agree?
» Species « Argument needed

« Habitats » Judgement needed

» Extinction « Conclusion

o o)

» Developed points
(this mean that etc)
» Extended response
« Paragraphs
Conclusion

© OCR 2023



Tackling Levelled Marked Questions

2 key things that examiners are looking for in level marked questions:

1) ‘Thorough’ understanding; well developed responses (AO2/A03).
- ‘however’ (AO3)
- ‘because’
- ‘therefore’
- ‘this means that’

2) ‘Thorough’ knowledge; use of place specific detail (for case study AO1
guestions) OR depth of accurate knowledge to demonstrate understanding
(AO2)



What support material already exists?

Command Words

Assess

Cakulate

Compare

Define

Describe

Discuss

Evaluate

Examine

Explain

Identify

Justify

Make a prediction

Outline

Propose

State

Suggest

To what extent do you agree

Potential definition

Weigh up whether a statement is true.
Mathematically work out the value of something.
Deescribe the similarities and differences of something
State or describe exactly the meaning of.

Set out the characteristics

Bring forward the important points of or sat cut both sides of an argument fissua/
element of content, for and against.

Give your verdict after providing evidence which both agrees with and contradicts an
argument

Look in close detail and establish the key facts and important issues.

Set put the causes of something and/for the factors which influence it.

Select a piece/s of information.

Give valid reasons and evidence to support an answer.

Lok at evidence provided to make a judgement about the future.

A brief written description / account of something.

To suggest a course of action or intention.

Provide a specific piece of information (e.g. name or valuwe) without explanation.
Oiffer an opinion for a particular course of action on an event or issue.

How much you agree with a statement based on the evidence in argument.

A writing frame for AO3
PEED ON PEED CON

Assess, Justify, To what extent...) -

GCSE Geography B 1384/01 June 2018 Question 4(e)
(e) Case study - Sustainable management of an area of tropical rainforest.

Evaluate the effectiveness of one way in which an area of tropical rainforest you have studied
is being sustainably managed.

Name of tropical rainforest area studied:

aint
The Yachana Ecolodge in Ecuador has been successful in sustainably
managing a small area of the tropical rainforest just north of the Napo River.
vidence For example, they provide 13 cottages of high-end accommodation for
tourists which use rainwater harvesting to collect and provide their
water and solar panels to
provide their electricity.
xplain

This means they are able to provide for tourists in an ecologically friendly way
which reduces carbon emissions and doesn't waste water.

evelop/Explain

This is sustainable as the income from the tourists contributes to the local
economy and helps improve the lives of the local people without damaging
the environment

Place has been
identified

Effectiveness
comment has
been made.

Clearly links to

the Q.

Place specific detail
is given

Explanation is
given as to why the
features identified
are good/
successful

The pointis
developed further
“well developed”
and explicitly
linked back to

the concept of
‘sustainability'as
required by

the question.

Webinars:

‘Understanding
the Assessment’
(from last year,
now available on
Teach Cambridge)

Command word resource

Strategies to Support Students in

Developing Level Marked Questions



https://www.ocr.org.uk/Images/539424-command-words.pdf
https://www.ocr.org.uk/Images/627768-strategies-to-support-students-in-tackling-level-marked-questions.pdf
https://www.ocr.org.uk/Images/627768-strategies-to-support-students-in-tackling-level-marked-questions.pdf

Preparing for 2024

How do you prepare your students for exams?

Any top tips?



Section 5 \

Command Words and preparing for 2024 exams
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Why are command and key words important?

Command words
 Indicates what the examiner wants from the question and the style of response needed
* Important for understanding the demands of the question

Command word resource

Key words

» Show links to the specification
» Give a geographical context i.e., what the candidate needs to write about
» Help candidates to focus their answer rather than include ‘all they know’

Command word

Case study —the landscape of a UK river basin.

Discuss the influence of geology in the formation of river landforms within your
chosen river basin.

N

Key words



https://www.ocr.org.uk/blog/how-important-are-command-words/

Command Words

The list of commands words provided in this resource is not exhaustive, but we have provided this 1o support teachers and their

students in preparing for the assessments.

Command Words ‘ Potential definition

Assess Weigh up whether a statement is true.

Calculate Mathematically work out the value of something.

Compare Describe the similarities and differences of something.

Define State or describe exactly the meaning of.

Describe Set out the characteristics.

. Bring forward the important points of or set out both sides of an argument/issue/

Discuss
elernent of content, for and against.

Evaluate Give your verdict after providing evidence which both agrees with and contradicts an
argument.

Examine ‘ Look in close detail and establish the key facts and important issues.

Explain Set out the causes of something and/or the factors which influence it.

Identify Select a piecess of information.

Justify Give valid reasons and evidence to support an answer.

Make a prediction ‘ Look at evidence provided to make a judgement about the future.

Outline A brief written description / account of something.

Propose To suggest a course of action or intention.

State Provide a specific plece of informatien (e.g. name or value) without explanation.

Suggest ‘ Offer an opinion for a particular course of action on an event or issue.

To what extent do you agree How much you agree with a statement based on the evidence in argument.

How do you use command
words in lessons and with your
students?


https://www.ocr.org.uk/Images/539424-command-words.pdf

Student activity - ‘Slicing up’ the question

GCSE A

Human activities have a greater impact on the landscape
in your chosen river basin than geomorphic processes.’

To what extent do you agree?
12 marks

What the examiner said: “Many candidates struggled with
the term ‘geomorphic processes’ or even omitted them
completely from their responses. Their responses would
discuss human activities, but many struggled to go
beyond stating erosion, or possibly deposition.”




Going beyond BUG

In my own words, this question means | have to:

Make a judgement about which are the most serious? The economic impacts or the environmental

impacts?

What knowledge do |
need?

How do | use the
knowledge to respond
to the command word?

How am | going to
structure my answer?

Economic
Impacts:

Environmental
Impacts:

Which one if
more serious?
What evidence
do | have to
back it up?

How many
paragraphs?
Paragraph
structure?
Conclusion




Exam question place mat

Step 1 - BUG the question

Box the command word

Underline the key terms/gecgraphy

Glance at the marks and back at the guestion

Step I - What does the command word want me todo

Command waord

What do you need to do?

Step 5 - How do | develap my points?

This means that.. " This demonstratas that.
This will lead to... Thersfore....!

This was because. .

t

Step 4 - How do | need to structure my & and 8
mark answers?

ADZ - PEED %2
AD3 - PEED OM PEED CON

t

Step 3 - Does the question ask me touse
a case study?

Which case study do | nead to wsa?

‘What are the key facts and figures for
this case study that will help me answer
the question

Campare Deescribe similarities and differences between two or more things.
Dafine Give the meaning of a word, phrase or idea. One sentence.
Give the main characteristics of something. Say what you see. Tell me what
Dascribe
you knows,
Discuss Bring forward the important points. Give the points on both sides of an
argument and come to a condusion. Explain in detail. Develop your points
Eval Give the positives and negatives. Explain WHY they are positive and negative.
Develop thase points. Weigh up if the positives outweigh the negatives.
Exarmi Investigate in detail Establish the key facts and important isswes. Develop
Wour paoints.
Assess ‘Wigigh up twio sides of an issue. Make a judgement. Develop your points
Explain Give reasons why something happens. Develop your points
dentit MName an example, sometimes from a map, phato or graph. Select a piece
of information
Jusstify Give valid reasons and evidence to support an answer.
Dutlime Summarize (keep simplel the main points. Could invobee some explanation.
Give an explanation for something when you can't be sure. Develop your
Sugogest )
points
To what extent... Give both sides of an argument. Give a judgement and conclusion




Start with the conclusion

(c)* "The worldwide economic impacts of climate change are more concerning than the
environmental impacts.’

To what extent do you agree with this statement? (8]

Environmental impacts Economic impacts are 100% - economic

are more concerning. worse to an extent... impacts are worse.

“| disagree, the “The economic | completely agree that
environmental impacts impacts are worse to a the economic impacts
are more concerning than certain extent...” are more concerning...
the economic impacts.




Structuring answers

Idea from a geography consultant who uses
PEE, PEEL & PEED with students

Potential structure
Paragraph 1:

- Economic impacts

Paragraph 2:
- Environmental impacts

Conclusion
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What the examiner said: “Reasonable understanding of the economic

and environmental impacts would only allow a candidate to reach Level

2. This needs to be more than a sentence stating why one is worse than
the other or making an implied judgement that is never fully stated.”




Question: Human activities have a greater impact on the
landscape in your chosen river basin than geomorphic
processes.’ To what extent do you agree? [12 marks]

e \

“To what extent” = agree and disagree

(for and against), by how much.
. J

% ————eeeee  100%

N
Plot on the line how much you do agree or
disagree — think of your “amount” word (partially,

L mainly, completely etc). )




Question: Evaluate the impact of geomorphic processes on the
formation of landforms in your chosen coastal landscape. [12 marks]

Introduction

\

Conclusion

Think of all the possible ideas /
case studies / knowledge, that
you might use when answering
this question. Now write it all
round the outside of the

circle.
J




Question: Evaluate the impact of geomorphic processes on the
formation of landforms in your chosen coastal landscape. [12 marks]

your possible
ideas — decide

going to make
the cut.

logical order
inside the
circle.

-

Now look at all of

which ones are

Write them in a

Introduction

_/

Conclusion

Remember it is an
evaluate question so you
will need to choose things
that you can make a
judgement about.
Which geomorphic
processes were involved
in the formation of
landforms?
What else was involved in
the formation of
landforms?

Was one process greater
\ than another? /




Question: Evaluate the impact of geomorphic processes on the
formation of landforms in your chosen coastal landscape. [12 marks]

Intro sentence:
what is your chosen
coastal landscape?
What landforms will

you mention?
-

Introduction
In your circle
you now have a
plan — USE IT!

Conclusion

Conclusion sentence: remember to make a judgement, and include key words
from the question, impact, geomorphic processes, formation of landforms




Question: Assess how far transport developments have been the
main reason for more sustainable energy use in cities across the
UK. [8 marks]

“Assess’” = make an informed judgement.. ]

But what does “assess” look like? \

It is evaluative - weighing up the importance of
things. Advantages and disadvantages.
There are often a number of possible explanations.
You need to give the main ones and then say which

\ you tend to go for. )




Question: Assess how far transport developments have been the
main reason for more sustainable energy use in cities across the
UK. [8 marks]

Transport Transport Other
development development development

_—7

" Now “assess” it. For what you have identified comment on )
whether it was successful or not.

Finally state which was most successful and why. ( This is
\_ evaluative — making an judgment.) )




Section 6

Fieldwork questions




Assessment of fieldwork skills

vi.

Understanding of the kinds of question
capable of being investigated through
fieldwork and an understanding of the
geographical enquiry processes appropriate
to investigate these.

Understanding of the range of techniques
and methods used in fieldwork, including
observation and different kinds of
measurement.

Processing and presenting fieldwork data in
various ways including maps, graphs and
diagrams.

Analysing and explaining data collected
in the field using knowledge of relevant
geographical case studies and theories.

Drawing evidenced conclusions and
summaries from fieldwork transcripts and
data.

Reflecting critically on fieldwork data,
methods used, conclusions drawn and
knowledge gained.

Fieldwork skills
listed in the
specification.
Exam questions
will target

these.

Fieldwork skills factsheet This

iresource unpacks the 6 skills listed.

6. Providing an evaluation
by reflecting critically on the
fieldwork process and data.

5. Drawing conclusions
and summaries based upon
evidence from the data
collected.

1. Identifying a question

capable of being

investigated and setting
aims for the enquiry.

2. Using a range of
techniques and methods to
collect fieldwork data.

3. Processing and
presenting fieldwork data in
a variety of ways (graphs,

maps, charts, diagrams
elc).

4. Analysing and explaining
the patterns seen in the
data that has been

presented.



https://www.ocr.org.uk/Images/578869-gcse-fieldwork-skills-factsheet.docx

|GCSE Geography B example (2023), Paper 1.

Question 5a — Physical Geography Fieldwork

Questio|

Answer

Mark

Guidance

(a)

Answers could include,
| used a bar chart as it made my results clearer/ more
visual (+') so | could compare them to each other (v').

| drew a bar graph as it was discrete/ discontinuous
data (v').

| created a scattergraph as it is easy to spot anomalies
(+) and you can create a line of best fit. (+).

| drew a line graph as it allows me to see trends/
patterns/ changes aver time (+)

| drew a line graph as it shows the cross profile of a
river (v').

| drew a bar graph to show sediment levels on each
side of the groyne (¥). This shows which way longshore
drift is happening (v')

| drew a bar graph as it was easier to draw (than a pie
chart) (v').

| drew a pictogram as it was mare visually interesting/
informative/ memorable (v') and useful for representing
a large amount of /discrete data (v').

2

2 x 1 (+) for valid points justifying chosen presentation
technique

Credit data tables.

Do not credit responses that do not specify which type
af graph/ chart is being justified

No credit for stating the technique, describing the
technigue, or describing the data presented. Credit why
the technique was chosen.

Expect a wide range of data presentation techniques.

Clear reference to a relevant technique is necessary but all
the credit comes from the justification.

A significant number of candidates discussed data collection

and scored zero.

Justify the selection of one technique you have used to present data for a fieldwork

investigation you have completed.
"t aned, . Jacall, honr chork by presenk
Moka. por moraent,

Justify the‘sélecticlm of one technique you ha\/e»used to present data for a fieldwork
investigation you have.completéd. .

o

...P.M’\{...Q%.... . :V{,\ v

Justify the sélection of one technigue you have used to present data for a fieldwork
investigation you have completed.

A

eMahvoen,  aaslle [ od ppecws of

/S(‘M‘M‘“}M%s«ﬁaﬁwdw&”‘“"

- [21
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Question 5bi, 1l — Physical Geography Fieldwork

Some GCSE geography students were investigating how the speed of a river changes
across the river channel on a meander.

To collect their data, they timed how long it took an orange to travel 10m at three different
places across the meander, shown in the diagram below.

They attempted the experiment three times.

=

=

7
:

IR

The table shows the length of time it took for the orange to travel 10m at each place across
the meander.

Place on

Attempt 1 Attempt 2 Attempt 3 Mean Mean Speed
river bend | (seconds) (seconds) (seconds) (seconds) (metres per second)
A 28 26 22 253
B 32 33 34 33.0
C 38 32 33 0.3

(b) ) [A=04() 2 2 x 1 (¥") for correct calculations of velocity
B=03(+) Units are not needed
(i) 343 (v) 1 1)
I Units are not needed
(i) Calculate the mean speed of'the river at place A and place B.
Write your answer to one decimal place. 1o ’
* You may find the following formula useful. 26.3 = 6.4
Speed_: M@. { 0
Time ) 0.3
32
0
_/'—"‘ = 0-3 v
l Place A ...oooerovereuueenee G:.b .
0
v
/ -
o Place B ..oivesrenennn: G5

(if) Calculate tHe mean time taken at-place C.

Write your answer to one decimal place.

]O‘: G -3 = 33.3

N W L3 ..M
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Question 5biii — Physical Geography Fieldwork

Some GCSE geography students were investigating how the speed of a river changes
across the river channel on a meander.

To collect their data, they timed how long it took an orange to travel 10m at three different
places across the meander, shown in the diagram below.

They attempted the experiment three times.

=

=

7
:

IR

The table shows the length of time it took for the orange to travel 10m at each place across
the meander.

5

(i)

place A (v).

The water flows slowest in the inside of the bend! place
BIC (+v)

Place B and place C have the same mean speed/ all 3
locations have a similar mean speed (+').

Looking at the mean is useful as it reduces the impact
of anomalies (v').

Attempt 1 at site C/ Attempt 3 at site A is an anomaly
).

Place A /C have the largest data range ().

Place on Attempt 1 Attempt 2 Attempt 3 Mean Mean Speed

river bend | (seconds) (seconds) (seconds) (seconds) (metres per second)
A 28 26 22 253

B 32 33 34 33.0

C 38 32 33 0.3

The water flows fastest on the outside of the river bend/

2 x 1 (v) for appropriate observations about the data
collected.

Carry any error forward from 5Sbi/ 5bii.

(¢, oewaﬁﬁa

(i)} Suggesttwo observatlons about the data collected-in the tab[e. .
Hy 4 ]

[2]

[2]
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Question 5biv — Physical Geography Fieldwork level marking

Mark scheme:
Level 3 (6-8 marks)

The answer must include a thorough analysis of the methods used
(AO3) with a thorough judgement as to how the investigation could
be improved (AO3).

This will be shown by including well-developed idea about the data
collection methods and how they could be improved.

There is a well-developed line of reasoning which is clear and
logically structured. The information presented is relevant and
substantiated.

Example of well-developed ideas

The results may not be accurate as the orange may not have stayed
in the same position on its journey around the meander. This means
the orange does not stay in its lane’ making the data collection
imprecise. A better method would be to use a flowmeter as this
would increase the accuracy by measuring in a precise location.

Suggest how the data collection method could be improved.
Th.wqmut o -expeesm. memﬁww Lo Stucants. wsm
R AN 0. PSSR e (bt eol—atr—th
Mo long it fook.. ,@r:mf o troweel 10.m. Ak cugwmt ADeeVAs.....
ORRNS. e ineher. Lo and ac [, umprave. k... tha. STUGLALS........
..cmmmwsw Qmor\emrtzgm PLOCE..C8. QLRI 10, MO LLee
oev] (hg.. 0004 * Mmfmcmamumwmme
0. DG, CUnd SUze 1. A, d/wgemmmecma«z LOUEAG......
eV tine. Spudt. 8. LT E Ln oS, i docieast....
o1 LRI LR, LIS, R URACBE LR, OB, Ly COMnl (AL,
Q. SIAGUA. SO0, ... 6. 0000 . EOAS. CE. O LB AT,
8. 48 1008, Loy Shive. D0 LUN A0 8. ONACh. A0l ALY ...
eV afpece. ok reliamility. .. e, nesulks . Thuir. coudel.be. impraved..
IDEV.. AQUOLE.. COLLAENG Mol 0. C1. 100C... AOCLLECLAD, CEQIRSLOKCL .
nd e O her. noundl. ot auns the arange. k.. plocicl @...........

NG SUEYOCA. .. Mo COLKDY.... e SRLuy. Spovel. 0acsiLicesd 46, bhe 18] (L3¢
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Human Geography fieldwork

Very few candidates viewed this as a holistic sketch map and therefore few candidates stated things such

as a scale, accurate title or a key.

Many candidates suggested adding vague details (which were not necessarily in the sketch map area),
such as schools or motorways, these were not given marks.

environmental impacts of a new housing estate that is being built.

(a) GCSE Geography students were carrying out fieldwork in their local area to investigate the

(i) Look atFig. 5in the Resource Booklet, which shows a sketch map of a study site that

one of the students drew.

Suggest two things that they could add to improve the sketch map.

| used a bar chart as it made my results clearer / more
visual/ easy to understand (v') and | could compare the
results to each other (v).

| drew a pictogram as it was more visually interesting /
memorable (v') and useful for representing a large
amount of data (+).

| created a scattergraph as it is easy to spot anomalies
(v")and | could draw a line of best fit (+).

| annotated a photograph, this highlighted specific
features | had observed (v') and | was able to compare
it to an old photograph of the area to see how it had
changed (¥).

A radial graph meant | could easily recognise patterns
(+') and analyse the range of results | had obtained
().

2 x 1 (v') for valid points justifying chosen presentation
technique.

Credit data tables.

Do not credit responses that do not specify which type
of graph / chart is being justified.

No credit for stating the technique, describing the
technique, or describing the data presented. Credit why

the technique was effective.

No credit for ‘it was easy to draw’.
No credit for tally chart.

Expect a wide range of data presentation techniques.
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Own fieldwork exam guestions

Candidates who achieved Level 3 were
able to describe their data collection
methods, criticise the validity of them,
suggest alternative or improved
methodologies and then comment on the
conclusions they drew.

Question 5 (c)

evidenced conclusions.

However, very few candidates wrote

Fieldwork title ..........cccovvevmieeiirieiiieeieieeaans

(c)* You will have carried out human geography fieldwork as part of your Geography course.

Evaluate whether your primary data collection was successful in allowing you to draw

about all parts of this process. Covel3 (50 marks)

The answer must include a thorough analysis of the

methods used to collect the primary data (AQ3) with a
H it thorough evaluation of whether this enabled evidence

Some can'dldates wrote critically about | feraudh svatision o A0%)

one technique they had employed but

did not evaluate its success or the

Va||d|ty of the conclusions that they had There is a well-developed line of reasoning which is

drawn based on the evidence clear and logically structured. The information

presented is relevant and substantiated.

This will be shown by including well-developed ideas.

Example of well-developed ideas

We asked people questionnaires to find out where they
worked as this is one thing that would help us to work
out whether Tadcaster is an economic hub. This gave
us some evidence, but we also needed to find out other
things, such as whether there were many new start-up
businesses as this would also indicate that it is an
economic hub. We only managed to ask 20 people our
questionnaire and this is not enough to form strong
conclusions as it is not statistically significant.
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Further support

e



Geography teacher networks

Geography

GCSE (9-1) Geography A level Geography GCSE (9-1) Geography
Tuesday 5 March Thursday 14 March Wednesday 12 June

Online Online Online

Spring Geography Network will include:

» Getting ready for the Summer exams (sharing approaches)

e Find out more about our GCSE Geography review and refresh

A level Geography

Monday 17 June
Online

A great opportunity to share ideas, resources and ask questions. GCSE Geography networks
Teacher Network Events (ocr.org.uk)

Summer Geography Network will look at:

e Reflections on this academic year and exams

* Your planning for 2024 - 2025 and a look at professional development


https://teach.ocr.org.uk/teacher-network-events

Professional development

Coming up

Ask the Subject Advisor: GCSE Geography A and B J383, J384 (Online Q&A)

This is a unique and interactive opportunity to engage with a Subject Advisor on the issues that matter most to you and
ask any guestions that you may have. The event will also provide pointers towards resources and other sessions that
can be used to develop your understanding of the qualification. ...

CPD course = Online « FREE » GCSE Geography A (Geographical Themes) (9-1) - J383, GCSE Geography B
(Geography for Enquiring Minds) (9-1) - J384
Date: 26 Mar 2024 4pm-5pm - 02 May 2024 4pm-5pm

Past courses — materials are available to download
from Teach Cambridge

« Exam review: GCSE geography (2023)

« How to prepare students for exams GCSE
Geography B

« Enhancing your teaching geographical and
fieldwork skills

« Exam feedback (2022)

Ask the Subject Advisor: A Level Geography H481 (Online Q&A)

This is & unique and interactive opportunity to engage with a Subject Advisor on the issues that matter most to you and
ask any questions that you may have. The event will also provide pointers towards resources and other sessions that

can be used to develop your understanding of the qualification. ..
CPD course = Online « FREE » AS and A Level Geography HO81, H481
Date: 09 May 2024 4pm-5pm

Subjects  GCSE (3-1): Geography B - defauit

1 Subject home
Q Resource Finder
N Teaching
[E*) Assessment
& Training
In-house training
Past training events
5] Key dates
FAQs
2 support.

Q" cambridge services

Training » Pasttraining events

Past training events

Access to the webinar recording and support materials from previous training events in your subject.

vear: < “ 2021 2022 2023 >
Month: € “ Jan Feb Mar May Jun

22 event(s)

Ask the Examiner: GCSE Geography B J284 (Online Q&A)
Webinar

Originally hosted - 9 November 2023

Sept

Qct

Finished


https://www.ocr.org.uk/qualifications/teach-cambridge/

Autumn term professional development

Owr professional development programme has been updated
with new courses and dates. We'll be offering you opportunities
to attend FREE Q&A sessions with the Principal Moderator and
‘Subject Advisors. There'll also be Ask the Examiner and
Moderator sessions , Preparing for the NEA/exam (£99), Exam
review and Exploring the exam (£99) events.

Geography Newsletter

»  Ask the Examiner: GCSE Geogra B J384 (Online Q&A) 7 Movember 4pm — 5pm and 9th

November 4 — 5pm

= Askthe Moderator: A Level Geogra H481 (Online G&A) 16 November 4pm — S5pm

«  Exam review. GCSE Geography B J384 (Webinar) 22 November 4pm - 5.30pm

«  Exploring the Exam: GCSE Geogra A and B J383, J384 (Webinar) 5 December 1.30pm — 4pm
(£99)

= Exam Review: A Level Geography H481 (Webinar) 6 December 4pm — 5.30pm

Hi
- Preparing for the NEA- A Level Geography H481 (Webinar) 11 December 4pm — 6.30pm
) , ; s _
We hope you had a relaxing half term break, and that you and your students are settled back into school or +  Askihe Subject Advisor A Level Geography H481 (Online Q&A) 23 January 4pm — 5om
college.

We will alse be offering an Exam Review: GCSE Geography A Webinar. We will confirm the date for this

i i session as soon as possible.
There's lots planned for the second half of term, with professional development and Q&A events ready to book

online. We're also running online Teacher Network events. If your school or college would like to host a face-to-

We ise that teachers find it i ingly difficult to attend face-to-face scheduled events but also know

face Teacher Network, then please contact us. that many of you would like to be able to attend this type of fraining. You might like to consider running in-

house training. This could be just for your school/college, or you can invite others in your MAT, Consortia or

We have a fantastic new blog; Eight ways we help and support new customers and early career teachers
(ECT), which is well worth a read if you're new to OCR, are an ECT or if you'd just like a refresher on what we

locality to share the cost. If this sounds like something you are interested in please contact our professional

development team at cpd@ocr.org.uk to discuss your requirements

Share your feedback on GCSE Geography support and

offer.

If we can help and support you along the way, please do get in touch.

resources

Best wishes
If you teach GCSE G phy, we'd really appreciate you

Shelley Monk and Kerry Sage, Geography Subject Advisors completing our short survey about the support and resources COM P L ETE
that you find most useful. It should only take a few minutes of ?

OCR Geography Team your time. =, | .

eoqra) ocr.org.uk
01223 553998 S U RV EY
@OCR _Geography Complete survey




Geography Blogs

How to plan a successful geography field trip

13 February 2024

Jo Harris, Field Studies Council Education Manager, and Kerry Sage, Geography Subject Advisor

Field trips are an invaluable experience for geography students, but
they can be daunting to plan, especially if you've never organised one
before. In this blog, we'll share our top tips to ensure a successful and
enjoyable trip for you and your students.

Your first decision is going to be whether to use an external provider or run the trip yourself. There are
clear benefits of having fieldwork experts plan the trip with you, but if you are looking to book with a
fieldwork provider, it's a good idea to look for one which has the Learning Outside the Classroom (LOtC)
quality badge which ensures safe and high-quality delivery.

If you are going to run the trip yourself, then this blog will look at a range of elements that you need to
consider from a practical point of view of planning a field trip — that is after you've got permission from
your leadership teaml

How to plan a successful geography field trip
13/02/2024

Subject advisor Kerry Sage and Jo Harris, Field Studies Council Education Manager,
share some tips on planning your geography field trips.

Therole of GIS in supporting fieldwork
30/05/2023

Guest bloggers Katie Hall and Dave Morgan look at some ways that geographical
information systems can be used to develop and enhance fieldwork.

Therole of GIS in supporting fieldwork
05/01/2023

Guest bloggers Katie Hall and Dave Morgan look at some ways that Geographical
Information Systems can be used to develop and enhance fieldwork.

Welcome back fieldwork!
06/10/2022

With geography fieldwork back at last, Scott Wycherley from the Field Studies Council
shares some ideas to make the most of the experience.

Core Maths for geography?
14/06/2022

Ruth Wroe, Subject Advisor for Maths, explains how core maths gualifications can
support students taking A Level Geography.



Would you like to be an OCR Geography Examiner or Moderator?

Would you like to be an OCR Geography Examiner or
Moderator?

We have some opportunities to join our assessor

team; please look at our current vacancies.
Becoming an OCR examiner or moderator will:

e fit around your exisfing home and work-life
commitments

« enhance your teaching skills by helping you gain an
improved understanding of the examination procass for
your subject area. This will enable you to better support
your students in their leaming and development, and
improve their results

* give you an invaluable insight into assessment which
will underpin your professional development, and
provide you with knowledge you can pass on to
colleagues

o create exira income

e provide an opportunity to network with fellow

professionals.

Search and apply

About the role
‘As an examiner, you will mark completed exam papers against a mark scheme, working as part of a team with a supervisor who will guide you through the process and answer
any queries

Exams for this subject are marked on-screen using RM Assessor.

‘We will make sure that you are fully trained so you understand the exam process and your part in it. There will also be standardisation activities to make sure you can apply the
mark scheme consistently.

Typically, the marking window is 2-3 weeks long and falls within the period May to July.

The exact number of scripts you are allocated will depend on the qualification level and the script length. As a guideline, you can expect the target to be between 200 and 450
scripts.

Fees are paid per script marked and are dependent on the complexity and level of the paper. Examiners could earn between £240 to £1,500 for marking a full allocation. We'll
quote specific details and fees when we offer you an examining task.

You can find further details of the task at hiips /i

For further information on the specification and sample

‘What we're looking for

® Ateaching gualification or a degree in a related subject

* Relevant teaching experience within the last three years. We also consider PGCE students who have completed the classroom teaching element of their course.

= Previous or current teaching experience within the UK education system

* The ability to use IT confidently and effectively.
You don't need to be teaching the OCR specification of your subject. We would also be interested in people with current or previous experience of working for other examination
boards

You will need to provide details of two referees that we can contact in support of your application. We will also carry out right to work checks if you are a UK based applicant.

Benefits

You'll gain an insight info the assessment system and build confidence in supporting your students as they leam and prepare for exams.

It's a great opportunity for continuing professional development, enhancing your current role and contributing te your future career progression

It will help keep your subject and specification knowledge up to date.

You can fit work around your regular teaching job and your existing home and work commitments.

You'll supplement your income.

You'll have the opportunity to network with fellow professionals
If you are an existing assessor with Cambridge University Press and Assessment please apply through the assessment

specialist portal at https://asportal.cambridgeassessment.org.uk/irj/portal/
Apply now »




Next steps

download the specification - Geography B (Geography for Enquiring Minds) J384
sign up for our newsletters email newsletters

sign up for our events Geography Professional Development Events

complete our teach with OCR form

read our latest blogs

follow us on Twitter @OCR_Geography

sign up to Teach Cambridge

sign up for the teacher network events

contact the subject advisor with any questions or to arrange a follow up call/teams
meeting by calling our support centre on 01223 5538998 or emailing
support@OCR.org.uk



https://www.ocr.org.uk/Images/207307-specification-accredited-gcse-geography-b-j384.pdf
https://ocr.org.uk/qualifications/email-updates/
https://www.ocr.org.uk/qualifications/professional-development/events/?subject=Geography
https://www.ocr.org.uk/qualifications/expression-of-interest/
https://www.ocr.org.uk/blog/
https://twitter.com/OCR_Geography
https://teachcambridge.org/landing
https://teach.ocr.org.uk/teacher-network-events
mailto:support@OCR.org.uk

A big thank you for
attending today

any final questions?

Do stay in touch........



mailto:geography@ocr.org.uk
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