
• Highlights from summer 2023

• Understanding the assessments:

• Low tariff questions

• Case study questions

• Level marked questions

• Extended response questions (8 and12 mark)

• Preparing for 2024

• Explore resources and support available

Overview of the session





Section 1

Summer 2023



What went well for your students?

What didn’t go so well for your students?

2023 exam series



Overview of 2023 series

What went well:

• There seems to be an improvement in 

candidates understanding of command 

words and their corresponding answers. 

• Candidates who are able to develop their 

responses across all three papers are the 

most successful.  

• Timing did not appear to be an issue on any 

paper and most papers were finished. 

• Comprehensive responses to the ‘familiar 

fieldwork’ question on component 2 show 

that for most candidates, conducting 

fieldwork is back post-covid. 

Areas for improvement:

• Accuracy of describing location/distribution 

using compass directions.

• Choice of case studies.

• Numeracy questions are still not well 

answered.

• Candidates not reading question and 

not giving answers to the correct 

decimal place.

• Candidates simply not completing 

numeracy questions, eg ‘complete 

the graph’ style questions.

• Candidates not showing their 

working when asked.

GCSE Geographical Skills handbook 

https://www.ocr.org.uk/Images/594899-geographical-skills-handbook.pdf


GCSE Geography GCSE B (01) - Examiner Report extracts

Candidates who 

did well on this 

paper generally

• used place specific detail

• provided well developed responses

• had learnt key terms

• identified the correct case study

• used BUG to help decode the 

question

Candidates who 

did less well on 

this paper 

generally 

• wrote generic responses 

• used lists or very short sentences 

• did not know what key words meant 

• used the wrong case study



GCSE Geography GCSE B (02) - Examiner Report extracts

Candidates who did well 

on this paper generally

• responded to the keywords and command words in the higher 

tariff questions 

• demonstrated good mathematical skills and understanding 

• developed their case study responses with accurate place 

specific detail 

• understood the difference between data collection and data 

representation 

• reflected thoroughly on the accuracy of their own fieldwork 

investigation

Candidates who did less 

well on this paper 

generally 

• did not respond to keywords and command words in the 

questions

• did not attempt mathematical or graphical questions

• selected incorrect case study locations for the higher tariff 

questions

• demonstrated limited geographical knowledge and 

understanding

• could not recall details of their human geography fieldwork 

investigation



GCSE Geography GCSE B (03) - Examiner Report extracts

Candidates who did well 

on this paper generally

• developed their extended responses using links to the 

resources and their wider understanding

• were able to interpret climate graphs

• demonstrated good mathematical skills and 

understanding

• responded to the keywords and command words in the 

higher mark questions

• demonstrated competent skills of written communication

Candidates who did less 

well on this paper 

generally 

• quoted text or data from the resources but did not develop 

their response

• misinterpreted the temperature and precipitation data from 

the climate graph

• did not attempt numerical or statistical questions 

• responded with simple statements focussing on one 

source from the resource booklet

• were unable to identify links between a number of sources 

of information



• Examiners’ reports

• Exemplar candidate work

What support material already exists for exams?

Link to examiners' reports and candidate exemplars (2018 and 2019) 

Teach Cambridge 

https://www.ocr.org.uk/qualifications/gcse/geography-b-geography-for-enquiring-minds-j384-from-2016/assessment/
https://www.ocr.org.uk/qualifications/teach-cambridge/


A very useful tool for data analysis is Active Results along with the 

examiners’ reports.

You can:

• Identify the questions your students (on average as a cohort) 

did poorly on.

• Compare these to the national average for the question. 

• Study the question, the mark scheme and the examiners’ 

report together.

• Identify a solution/next step to tackling the issue in your 

schemes of work. 

e.g., if the numeracy questions are identified as a common issue 

consider working these more explicitly into your schemes of work, 

embedding a numeracy question in every starter/do 

now/homework activity, working with the maths or science 

departments. 

Identifying a focus for teaching / revision

https://activeresults-online.ocr.org.uk/


Section 2

Low tariff questions



Describing patterns on maps and graphs

When completing ‘Describe the pattern’ question stems candidates should 

look initially for general patterns and then for more specific points. They 

should be confident applying this to a range of contexts. 

General 

Comment

Specific 
examples

Exceptions

OR

Trend
Evidence
Anomalies

GCSE



What went well

• Many candidates were able to 

accurately describe the location of 

Mexico City using compass 

directions and/or distances from 

other named locations. 

• Those candidates who correctly 

interpreted the climate graph were 

able to accurately describe the 

annual pattern of precipitation 

through selecting changes 

(increase/decrease) between 

named months, identifying the 

wettest and driest months and 

quoting data from the bar chart

GCSE Geography B example (2023), Paper 3. 



• Typically, worth 2, 3 or 4 marks. 

• IF worth 2 marks, generally the marks are purely for the geographical pattern/trend visible. 

• IF worth 3 or 4 marks, there is a mark available for QWC (Quality of Written Communication) 

– how well the answer has been written/is it logical. (AO4)

Describe the distribution/pattern/trend (maps/graphs)…

For example: OCR Geography A specification 2022:

Component 1; A wind rose was 

the resource; 3 marks. 2 for 

pattern, 1 for QWC

Component 2; A world map 

was the resource; 3 marks. 2 

for pattern, 1 for QWC

Component 3; A bar chart was 

the resource; 4 marks. 2 for 

pattern, 1 for QWC, 1 for data



Using photographs

Accurately identifying features from a photograph is a 

common question in geography examinations. Candidates 

need to name something they can actually see in the 

photograph.

The two most commonly seen errors which would not be 

given marks in the examination are; candidates naming 

something that’s missing from the photograph, or 

candidates quoting an opinion not a feature.

Candidates should be reminded that when the question 

asks for one feature, it is the first feature in their response 

which the examiner will give marks or not to, as appropriate



Numeracy Questions

• Candidates need to read the questions more carefully to ensure they: 

a) write answers to the correct decimal places (often the most common error to 

numeracy questions) and;

b) show workings when asked. 

Geography B - J384/01 - Summer 2023 Question 2 (b) (ii) / Question 5 (b) (ii)

“Questions which require students to do calculations are often the least successfully 

answered questions on the paper.” OCR B Examiners’ Report 2023, Component 2

Examiner report states that the most common reason for mistakes and not gaining full 

marks is not giving a response to one decimal place or showing working out. 

© OCR 2023



Section 3

Case study questions



How do you approach case studies with your students?

Case Studies



Question 3d – Distinctive Landscapes: level marking

Level 3 (5-6 marks)

An answer at this level demonstrates thorough knowledge of 

the formation of the chosen landform (AO1) and a thorough

understanding of the geomorphic processes that created it 

(AO2).

This will be shown by including well-developed ideas about 

erosional/ depositional processes.

The answer must also include place-specific details for the 

named UK coastal landscape. Amount of relevant place-

specific detail determines credit within level.

The quality of this answer is hopefully clear with 

clear development, reference to place and feature 

names and processes.

GCSE Geography B example (2023), Paper 1. 



Question 3d – Distinctive Landscapes: level marking

L2, 3 marks. Some reasonable 

discussion of processes but no PLC 

so is restricted to bottom level 2 – 

answer only refers to Lulworth Cove 

and would need further place 

information e.g. rock type for more 

credit.

GCSE Geography B example (2023), Paper 1. 



Case study question (1e)

Most students were able to name an EDC or 

LIDC city in the context of this question, others 

named an EDC or LIDC for example Ethiopia or 

an AC city for example London, these were 

incorrect examples.

Cities most commonly referred to were Lagos, 

Istanbul and Mumbai.

Lower performing candidates wrote everything 

they knew about their case study city, 

disregarding the keywords of the question.

The question required candidates to reflect on 

three aspects of the city’s importance: 

regionally, nationally and globally.

Many candidates were able to write about two 

of the three elements required but few 

candidates wrote about all three

Centres must emphasise the importance of 

understanding both command words and keywords in 

the question. Providing candidates with a glossary of 

commonly used command words as stated in the 

specification and encouraging a technique of highlighting 

command words during the examination will assist 

candidates in achieving higher marks.

GCSE Geography B example (2023), Paper 2. 



Section 4

Level marked questions



• These are not ‘point’ marked like all the other examples we have seen so far. 

• Examiners look at the answers holistically and decide which ‘level’ an answer best fits in 

and then determines the marks from there. 

• ‘Development’ of points is the key thing to all levelled answers. 

‘Levelled responses’

© OCR 2023



Developing extended responses

Resource available from OCR: Strategies to Support Students in Developing Level Marked Questions

“Less successful responses were more likely to provide a greater number of ideas, with each in less 

detail. This contrasted with more successful responses that demonstrated fewer ideas but in more 

detail and with a greater degree of analysis as candidates understood the command words, such as 

'assess’.” OCR Geography B, Component1 Examiners’ Report, 2022

“Candidates scored best where centres had encouraged them to structure their extended writing 

skills into three paragraphs covering benefits, problems and conclude with a judgement.” OCR 

Geography B, Component 2 Examiners Report, 2019

“To help candidates, centres can practice writing evaluations using a PEEL structure – making a 

point, using evidence, explaining the evaluation before linking to the question.” OCR Geography B, 

Component 1, 2019

© OCR 2023

https://www.ocr.org.uk/Images/627768-strategies-to-support-students-in-tackling-level-marked-questions.pdf


Approaching the Level Marked Questions

Across all 3 components the wording of questions can sometimes be challenging. For 

many candidates' interpretation of the question affects the number of marks achieved. 

Some techniques that were successfully used in the Geographical Exploration component 

included:

Box the command 

word

Underline key parts 

Glance back over

Box the command word

Underline key parts 

Substitute key words

Think

As in Components 01 and 02 development of points is crucial to access Level 2 and beyond. 

BUG the question BUST the question



‘BUG’ing the question

• How far do you agree?

• Argument needed

• Judgement needed

• Conclusion

Global scale
• More serious?

• Worse?

• Harder to fix?

• Natural environments

• Species

• Habitats

• Extinction 

• Money, jobs, infrastructure,

• Insurance spending

• Mitigating

• Repairing

• Developed points 
(this mean that etc)

• Extended response
• Paragraphs
• Conclusion

© OCR 2023



Tackling Levelled Marked Questions 

2 key things that examiners are looking for in level marked questions:

1) ‘Thorough’ understanding; well developed responses (AO2/AO3).

- ‘however’ (AO3)

- ‘because’ 

- ‘therefore’

- ‘this means that’

2)  ‘Thorough’ knowledge; use of place specific detail (for case study AO1 

questions) OR depth of accurate knowledge to demonstrate understanding 

(AO2)



What support material already exists?

Content

Command word resource Strategies to Support Students in 
Developing Level Marked Questions

Webinars:

‘Understanding 

the Assessment’ 

(from last year, 

now available on 

Teach Cambridge)

https://www.ocr.org.uk/Images/539424-command-words.pdf
https://www.ocr.org.uk/Images/627768-strategies-to-support-students-in-tackling-level-marked-questions.pdf
https://www.ocr.org.uk/Images/627768-strategies-to-support-students-in-tackling-level-marked-questions.pdf


How do you prepare your students for exams?

Any top tips?

Preparing for 2024



Section 5

Command Words and preparing for 2024 exams



Why are command and key words important?

Command words 

• Indicates what the examiner wants from the question and the style of response needed

• Important for understanding the demands of the question

Key words 

• Show links to the specification 

• Give a geographical context i.e., what the candidate needs to write about 

• Help candidates to focus their answer rather than include ‘all they know’

Case study – the landscape of a UK river basin.

Discuss the influence of geology in the formation of river landforms within your 

chosen river basin.

Command word 

Key words

Command word resource

https://www.ocr.org.uk/blog/how-important-are-command-words/


Command Words

How do you use command 

words in lessons and with your 

students?

https://www.ocr.org.uk/Images/539424-command-words.pdf


Student activity - ‘Slicing up’ the question

GCSE A

Human activities have a greater impact on the landscape

in your chosen river basin than geomorphic processes.’

To what extent do you agree? 

12 marks

What the examiner said: “Many candidates struggled with 

the term ‘geomorphic processes’ or even omitted them 

completely from their responses. Their responses would 

discuss human activities, but many struggled to go 

beyond stating erosion, or possibly deposition.”

 



Going beyond BUG

In my own words, this question means I have to:

Make a judgement about which are the most serious? The economic impacts or the environmental 

impacts? 

What knowledge do I 

need?

How do I use the 

knowledge to respond 

to the command word?

How am I going to 

structure my answer?

Economic 

impacts:

Environmental 

impacts:

Which one if 

more serious? 

What evidence 

do I have to 

back it up?

How many 

paragraphs?

Paragraph 

structure?

Conclusion





Start with the conclusion

To what extent do you agree? 

100% - economic 

impacts are worse.

I completely agree that 

the economic impacts 

are more concerning… 

Economic impacts are 

worse to an extent...

“The economic 

impacts are worse to a 

certain extent…”

Environmental impacts 

are more concerning. 

“I disagree, the 

environmental impacts 

are more concerning than 

the economic impacts. 



Structuring answers

Idea from a geography consultant who uses 

PEE, PEEL & PEED with students

Potential structure 

Paragraph 1:

- Economic impacts

Paragraph 2:

- Environmental impacts

Conclusion

What the examiner said: “Reasonable understanding of the economic 

and environmental impacts would only allow a candidate to reach Level 

2. This needs to be more than a sentence stating why one is worse than 

the other or making an implied judgement that is never fully stated.”



“To what extent” = agree and disagree 

(for and against), by how much. 

Question: Human activities have a greater impact on the 

landscape in your chosen river basin than geomorphic 

processes.’ To what extent do you agree? [12 marks]

0% 100%

Plot on the line how much you do agree or 

disagree – think of your “amount” word (partially, 

mainly, completely etc). 



Introduction 

Main 

Conclusion 

Think of all the possible ideas / 

case studies  / knowledge, that 

you might use when answering 

this question. Now write it all 

round the outside of the 

circle.

Question: Evaluate the impact of geomorphic processes on the 
formation of landforms in your chosen coastal landscape. [12 marks]



Introduction 
Main 

Conclusion 

Now look at all of 

your possible 

ideas – decide 

which ones are 

going to make 

the cut.

Write them in a 

logical order  

inside the 

circle. 

Remember it is an 

evaluate question so you 

will need to choose things 

that you can make a 

judgement about.

Which geomorphic 

processes were involved 

in the formation of 

landforms? 

What else was involved in 

the formation of 

landforms? 

Was one process greater 

than another?

Question: Evaluate the impact of geomorphic processes on the 
formation of landforms in your chosen coastal landscape. [12 marks]



Introduction 

Main 

Conclusion 

Intro sentence: 

what is your chosen 

coastal landscape? 

What landforms will 

you mention?

Conclusion sentence: remember to make a judgement, and include key words 

from the question, impact, geomorphic processes, formation of landforms

In your circle 

you now have  a 

plan – USE IT!  

Question: Evaluate the impact of geomorphic processes on the 
formation of landforms in your chosen coastal landscape. [12 marks]



“Assess” = make an informed judgement.. 

  

Question: Assess how far transport developments have been the 

main reason for more sustainable energy use in cities across the 

UK. [8 marks]

But what does “assess” look like?

 It is evaluative  - weighing up the importance of 

things. Advantages and disadvantages. 

There are often a number of possible explanations. 

You need to give the main ones and then say which 

you tend to go for. 

  



Question: Assess how far transport developments have been the 

main reason for more sustainable energy use in cities across the 

UK. [8 marks]

Transport 

development

Transport 

development

Other 

development

Now “assess” it. For what you have identified comment on 

whether it was successful or not. 

Finally state which was most successful and why. ( This is 

evaluative – making an judgment.)



Section 6

Fieldwork questions



Assessment of fieldwork skills

Fieldwork skills factsheet This 

resource unpacks the 6 skills listed.

Fieldwork skills 

listed in the 

specification. 

Exam questions 

will target 

these.

https://www.ocr.org.uk/Images/578869-gcse-fieldwork-skills-factsheet.docx


Question 5a – Physical Geography Fieldwork

Clear reference to a relevant technique is necessary but all 

the credit comes from the justification.

A significant number of candidates discussed data collection 

and scored zero.

GCSE Geography B example (2023), Paper 1. 



Question 5bi, ii – Physical Geography Fieldwork

GCSE Geography B example (2023), Paper 1. 



Question 5biii – Physical Geography Fieldwork

GCSE Geography B example (2023), Paper 1. 



Question 5biv – Physical Geography Fieldwork level marking

Mark scheme:

Level 3 (6–8 marks) 

The answer must include a thorough analysis of the methods used 

(AO3) with a thorough judgement as to how the investigation could 

be improved (AO3). 

This will be shown by including well-developed idea about the data 

collection methods and how they could be improved. 

There is a well-developed line of reasoning which is clear and 

logically structured. The information presented is relevant and 

substantiated.

Example of well-developed ideas 

The results may not be accurate as the orange may not have stayed 

in the same position on its journey around the meander. This means 

the orange does not stay in its ‘lane’ making the data collection 

imprecise. A better method would be to use a flowmeter as this 

would increase the accuracy by measuring in a precise location.  

GCSE Geography B example (2023), Paper 1. 



Human Geography fieldwork

Very few candidates viewed this as a holistic sketch map and therefore few candidates stated things such 

as a scale, accurate title or a key.

Many candidates suggested adding vague details (which were not necessarily in the sketch map area), 

such as schools or motorways, these were not given marks.

GCSE Geography B example (2023), Paper 2. 



Own fieldwork exam questions

Candidates who achieved Level 3 were 

able to describe their data collection 

methods, criticise the validity of them, 

suggest alternative or improved 

methodologies and then comment on the 

conclusions they drew.

However, very few candidates wrote 

about all parts of this process.

Some candidates wrote critically about 

one technique they had employed but 

did not evaluate its success or the 

validity of the conclusions that they had 

drawn based on the evidence.  

GCSE Geography B example (2023), Paper 2. 



Further support

Section 7



GCSE Geography networks

Teacher Network Events (ocr.org.uk)

Geography teacher networks 

https://teach.ocr.org.uk/teacher-network-events


Coming up

Past courses – materials are available to download 

from Teach Cambridge

• Exam review: GCSE geography (2023)

• How to prepare students for exams GCSE 

Geography B 

• Enhancing your teaching geographical and 

fieldwork skills

• Exam feedback (2022)

Professional development 

https://www.ocr.org.uk/qualifications/teach-cambridge/


Geography Newsletter



Geography Blogs



Would you like to be an OCR Geography Examiner or Moderator?



Next steps

• download the specification - Geography B (Geography for Enquiring Minds) J384

• sign up for our newsletters email newsletters

• sign up for our events Geography Professional Development Events

• complete our teach with OCR form

• read our latest blogs

• follow us on Twitter @OCR_Geography

• sign up to Teach Cambridge

• sign up for the teacher network events

• contact the subject advisor with any questions or to arrange a follow up call/teams 

meeting by calling our support centre on 01223 5538998 or emailing 

support@OCR.org.uk

https://www.ocr.org.uk/Images/207307-specification-accredited-gcse-geography-b-j384.pdf
https://ocr.org.uk/qualifications/email-updates/
https://www.ocr.org.uk/qualifications/professional-development/events/?subject=Geography
https://www.ocr.org.uk/qualifications/expression-of-interest/
https://www.ocr.org.uk/blog/
https://twitter.com/OCR_Geography
https://teachcambridge.org/landing
https://teach.ocr.org.uk/teacher-network-events
mailto:support@OCR.org.uk


A big thank you for 

attending today

any final questions?

Do stay in touch........

geography@ocr.org.uk

mailto:geography@ocr.org.uk
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