
  

 

1 www.hants.gov.uk 

Author: Jo Skinner 

Published: September 2023 

Final Version 

Reading at Noadswood School 

The Geography Department 

 

Using fiction and non-fiction text in Geography 

1. Fictional Text by Ele Fountain 

For many years I have wanted to weave more fictional text into our Geography curriculum, to help bring our 

subject to life and enhance students' curiosity about the world. As educators we know the importance of reading 

and that reading fluency is a key component in student’s wider learning capacity and confidence. However, I have 

always found it a challenge to find appropriate text that both inspires and meets the needs of our curriculum. That 

was until I discovered the fantastic work of Ele Fountain. Ele currently has four books published and we have so far 

used two of these to support our curriculum. 

 

 

Her first book is called Boy 87. We have used this with our Year 7s to support our British Isles scheme of learning. 

The book helps us to explore issues around forced migration and people seeking asylum. We created a lesson called 

‘Are we all born free?’ which starts with an image of many migrants arriving in English waters on a very precarious 

looking overloaded boat.  
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We analysed news headlines and critiqued the media representation of migrants arriving in the UK. Students are 

then introduced to Boy 87. We used 3 extracts from the book to unpick the main character’s; Shif’s, journey and 

experiences. Shif is an ordinary boy who likes chess and math's and playing with his best friend Bini. However, 

when we read the first extract from Chapter 3 ‘Leave’ we realise that Shif is one of many thousands of young 

people who are forced into exile because of insecure political situations in their home countries. We delved further 

into the book and read two additional extracts from ‘Desert 2’ and ‘Boat’. Students are asked to discuss Shif’s 
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impressions of England, the dangers he experiences and what his future may hold. This book is powerful because 

Shif is a young boy travelling across many countries without his family in hope of a safer life in England. It opens our 

eyes to the dangers and challenges these people face and helps us to challenge the media perceptions of migrants. 

The second book we use is called ‘Melt’. We used this with our Year 8s to support our Climate 

Crisis scheme of learning. This book helps us to investigate how the traditional way of life in the Arctic is under 

threat from climate change. We use the book to help us look at who owns the Arctic and why they drill for oil and 

gas. We support this with the use of maps to look at the extent of the melting over time. Finally, we use 3 extracts 

from MELT to explore how climate change has affected 3 different characters, Yutu, Yutu’s Grandmother, and Bea’s 

father. Students are able to explore the meaning of social responsibility and the importance of being aware of the 

effects of your own actions and the actions of others.  

 

Towards the end of the Autumn term, we were fortunate enough to have Ele Fountain visit us at Noadswood and 

talk to our year groups about the texts they had been using. This really brought the stories to life and gave the 

students an insight into what inspired Ele to write these stories. The students were fascinated to meet Ele and had 

the opportunity to ask her questions about the text. Ele also ran a creative writing workshop for a small group of 

year 7s to help them structure their own stories and our Year 10 library leaders were able to find out a little more 

about life as an author. Ele was a pleasure to work with and truly inspired our students to explore their own 

imaginations and write. We look forward to working with Ele in the future and we are excited at her announcement 

of her new book, ‘WILD’ which is due to be published later this year.  

 

 

 

 

 

Non-Fiction by Dipo Faloyin 
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When re-writing our KS3 Africa SOW this year we were very keen to help our students break down stereotypes of 

modern Africa. All too often the media representation of Africa focuses on poverty, civil war, corruption and the 

climate crisis, to name a few examples. This gives us and our students a false impression of this vast continent and 

ignores its rich cultural diversity and vibrancy. With this in mind, we renamed our unit: Is Africa a misrepresented 

continent? We also incorporated extracts from Dipo Fayolin’s book; Africa is not a country. Students used a guided 

reading frame to interpret an extract and help them challenge their impressions of Africa.  

 

 

At the start of the Spring term, we were very fortunate to have Dipo Faloyin visit us at Noadswood. He gave talks to 

both Year 7 and 10 students. His presentation was excellent, and his profound knowledge was so valuable in 
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helping our students understand the impact of colonialism on Africa’s journey of development. This supported the 

work our Year 7s were doing on the causes of uneven development and they were able to produce some high-

quality extended writing as a result of Dipo’s input. Dipo lived in Nigeria for many years and therefore he was able 

to talk to our Year 10s about the challenges and opportunities this country faces. Students really enjoyed talking to 

Dipo and having the chance to ask him questions. This supported their work on our LIC case study in our Economic 

World SOW at GCSE.  

 

Jo Skinner 

Subject Leader 
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Geography 

Kate Broadribb – Geography Advisor 

Kate.broadribb@hants.gov.uk 

 

For further details on the full range of services available please contact us using the following 
email: 

htlcdev@hants.gov.uk  

Upcoming Courses 
Keep up-to-date with our learning opportunities for each subject through our Upcoming Course 
pages linked below.  To browse the full catalogue of learning offers, visit our new Learning Zone.  
Full details of how to access the site to make a booking are provided here. 

• English 

• Maths 

• Science 

• Geography 

• RE 

• History 

• Leadership 

• Computing 

• Art 

• D&T 

• Assessment 

• Support Staff 

• SEN 

• TED 

• MFL 

 

 

mailto:Kate.broadribb@hants.gov.uk
mailto:htlcdev@hants.gov.uk
https://hias-moodle.mylearningapp.com/mod/page/view.php?id=481
https://english.hias.hants.gov.uk/course/view.php?id=740
https://maths.hias.hants.gov.uk/course/view.php?id=218
https://science.hias.hants.gov.uk/course/view.php?id=155
https://geography.hias.hants.gov.uk/course/view.php?id=159
https://re.hias.hants.gov.uk/course/view.php?id=118
https://history.hias.hants.gov.uk/course/view.php?id=91
https://leadership.hias.hants.gov.uk/course/view.php?id=144
https://computing.hias.hants.gov.uk/course/view.php?id=43
https://art.hias.hants.gov.uk/course/view.php?id=35
https://designandtechnology.hias.hants.gov.uk/course/view.php?id=36
https://assessment.hias.hants.gov.uk/course/view.php?id=20
https://hias-moodle.mylearningapp.com/course/view.php?id=82
https://sen.hias.hants.gov.uk/course/view.php?id=5
https://hias-moodle.mylearningapp.com/course/view.php?id=176
https://hias-moodle.mylearningapp.com/course/view.php?id=176
https://languages.hias.hants.gov.uk/course/view.php?id=3

