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The primary aims of the geography 
subject network meetings are to:

• Ensure a clear understanding of the national picture and its application 
in local and school contexts.

• Share good practice and work by facilitating school to school 
networking.

• Support effective subject leadership as appropriate to each school’s 
individual context.

• Deepen understanding of subject specific pedagogy and knowledge 
that underpins good progress and attainment for ALL pupils.

• Structuring key stage 4 to ensure pupils are well prepared for the next 
phase of their education.

• Providing high quality key stage 3 provision that builds successfully on 
key stage 2.



Temperature Check



Geography resources

City Walks
Brilliant website of virtual walks around cities – huge range
Countryle - The best wordle game about geography
Hints include hemisphere, continent, temperature and 
population
Grants for schools and colleges – Outdoor Learning Grant -
South Downs National Park
Opened 22/5/23. 
New Forest provides £150 grants for coach coasts
Census maps - ONS
Search for population data, industry, % households using 
renewable energy

https://citywalks.live/
https://countryle.com/welcome
https://www.southdowns.gov.uk/learning/grants-for-schools/
https://www.southdowns.gov.uk/learning/grants-for-schools/
https://www.ons.gov.uk/census/maps


Royal Geographical Society - Young Geographer of the Year (rgs.org)

https://www.rgs.org/schools/competitions/young-geographer-of-the-year/2023-competition/


BBC iPlayer - Sahara with Michael Palin
Himalaya also available on iPlayer The Geography Dept @lenziegeo

https://www.bbc.co.uk/iplayer/episodes/b00cqfb8/sahara-with-michael-palin
https://twitter.com/lenziegeo


Royal Geographical Society - Eligibility and application process (rgs.org)

https://www.rgs.org/professionals/chartered-geographer/eligibility-and-application-process/


NOC



Real or Fake?

The original photo 
taken by Doreen 

Dalley on June 15 2022 
of an iceberg towering 
over a house in Little 

Harbour, a tiny 
community about 4km 

from Twillingate on 
Newfoundland's 
northeast coast.



The power of a visual

What is the 'best' 
visual you use with 

your students?

How do you select 
visuals to use with 

your students?



Simon Kuestenmacher@simongerman600 
Mr Das @shiv_teaching





National Geographic Photo of the Day

https://www.nationalgeographic.co.uk/photo-of-the-day-index


Woody Wilcock, 
Flood Resilience Engagement Advisor / 
Delivery Lead for Environment Agency



Jo Skinner, 
Curriculum Leader, Noadswood
Laura Woods, Lead Practitioner, Noadswood

Darren Bailey, 
Schools programme delivery manager, OS



Developing a 
departmental 

approach to GIS

Jo Skinner, Curriculum Leader for Geography

Laura Woods, Lead Practitioner and Teacher of Geography

Darren Bailey, Ordnance Survey
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Department Audit Results, Sept 22

•Students arrive to secondary school with 
minimal understanding of GIS platforms
•We did not have a proactive department 
approach to GIS
•We did not encourage student-led use 
of GIS
•We did not have staff expertise in using 
GIS

So where did we start…? 

Developing a departmental approach to GIS, June 23
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• Signed up for Digimaps for Schools 
•Contacted OS – they were seeking to work 
with a partner school to develop student 
friendly resources to use in the classroom

• Started to work with Darren on improve 
staff expertise and confidence with using 
GIS

• Started to explore online GIS packages e.g. 
ArcGIS online
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Developing a departmental approach to GIS, June 23

“ Show any geographer a map, and she is immediately immersed in relationships and 
connections.” 

Dr. Susan Hanson, 1997
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Developing a departmental approach to GIS, June 23

“Maps are, to a certain extent, the language of geography. It is this 
mapping that underpins Geographic information systems (GIS). GIS is 
also a useful resource in developing pupils’ spatial ‘literacy’, in helping 
the navigate locally and globally, and in combining datasets to identify 

relationships between them. The curriculum should incorporate 
opportunities to teach and make use of GIS throughout topics. This 

contextualizes pupils’ learning.” 
OFSTED, 2021



✓Students can visualize spatial information and investigate geographical 
relationships, patterns and trends
✓Students can analyse up-to-date or live map data in an interactive way, 
for example looking at maps of live hurricane or earthquake data 
in ArcGIS online
✓GIS compliments an enquiry-based approach to lessons and fieldwork
✓GIS is a real-life application used across many industries. Students will 
become equipped with the skills they need for their future careers.

Developing a departmental approach to GIS, June 23
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Developing a departmental approach to GIS, June 23

GIS can show many different kinds of data on one map, such as streets, buildings, and vegetation. 
This enables people to more easily see, analyse, and understand patterns and relationships. 

National Geographic, 2023
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Developing a departmental approach to GIS, June 23

“ArcGIS online can be used to overlay geographical datasets onto maps, as well as more advanced 
work collecting, presenting and analyzing primary data.” RGS, 2023
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Developing a departmental approach to GIS, June 23

“Story Maps are online collections of maps (spatial data), images, graphics and text. 
They weave a narrative and tell a ‘spatial story’. West, 2021
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Developing a departmental approach to GIS, June 23

“Datashine uses data from 2011 Census for England and Wales helping us to highlight inequality 
across the UK.” O’Brien and Cheshire, 2016
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Developing a departmental approach to GIS, June 23

“The Environment Agency website uses GIS systems to predict floods and save 
properties and lives.” RGS, 2023
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Developing a departmental approach to GIS, June 23
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Developing a departmental approach to GIS, June 23
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Developing a departmental approach to GIS, June 23
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Developing a departmental approach to GIS, June 23
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Developing a departmental approach to GIS, June 23
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Developing a departmental approach to GIS, June 23

“Maps, at a variety of scales, are used frequently as a matter of routine and are an intrinsic part 
of learning in geography. This ensures that pupils have good spatial awareness and are very 

secure in their ability to locate the places they are studying.” OFSTED, 2013
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Developing a departmental approach to GIS, June 23

“It is not something that can be acquired quickly, as ongoing refinement and experimentation are 
critical; student and staff skills develop gradually.” Teaching Geography, Rachel Trafford, 2017
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Developing a departmental approach to GIS, June 23

• Is your department making use of online GIS applications?

• What are the barriers to using GIS and how can you overcome 
these?

• Should GIS be taught as a discrete unit or incorporated within 
SOW?

• Does your department plan for progression in GIS skills across 
the key stages?

• What opportunities are there for collaborative projects with 
other schools?
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Developing a departmental approach to GIS, June 23

✓ArcGIS online

✓Data Shine

✓Environmental Agency

✓Magic Map

✓Wundermap

✓Map Action 



GA Fieldwork Fortnight
26/6 to 7/7

Fieldwork audit



What is the purpose of fieldwork?

1. Experiential, memorable and real-life geography
2. Allows students to experience geographical 

concepts in a local context
3. Helps generate and sustain fascination with 

outside world and develop skills 
(measure/record/observe/present...)

4. Supports deeper understanding of geographical 
processes, links and change

5. Supports disciplinary geography – how we study 
the world as geographers

6. Greater appreciation for the geography of their 
place



What are the 5 types of 
geography fieldwork?
Field excursions – a traditional approach to fieldwork using a 
knowledgeable guide with which knowledge is transmitted to 
learners. 
Hypothesis testing – when learners take a scientific approach to 
fieldwork and usually use quantitative data gathering techniques to 
follow up on a prediction. 
Enquiry-led – when learners pose and investigate questions.
Earth education – based around sensory experiences in the 
environment where connections are made between nature and the 
learner.
Discovery – when learners are encouraged to explore the 
environment in less formal ways such as through play
Kinder, A. (2013) ‘What is the contribution of fieldwork to school geography?’ in Lambert, 

D. and Jones, M. (eds) Debates in Geography Education. Abingdon: Routledge



Fieldwork skills progression KS2

Land use survey Use a map and key to show what the land is used for, e.g.
classroom, mixed use, play, office – or bungalow, terrace, flat...

Emotional mapping Use a map and key to express how children feel in different 
locations and explaining why they like/dislike features

Map making & compass Drawing a freehand map and using simple compass directions

Counts Tally the number of cars/people/post-boxes

Field Sketch Finish a sketch and/or add labels

Annotated photo Add information/verbal labels to a photo (taking photos too)

Questionnaire Asking multiple choice question(s) such as most popular options 
to improve an area of the playground

Interview

(audio recording)

Ask questions to people to find out more information, e.g.
caretaker, HT, friend or family of a teacher living in a different 

place.

Weather equipment Measure the weather such as temperature using thermometer 
or a simple gauge, e.g. school uniform, coat, and hat.



Using geographical 
and directional 

vocab KS1



Year 1 Calmore Infants



Stoke Park Infants Year 2 'Hike' 
fieldwork



What is NESW of school?



Where is the riskiest 
place in school in an 

EQ – Y3 Elvetham
Heath



Deciduous Forest Layers 
– Y3-4 Biomes

• Canopy
• Shrub layer
• Herb layer
• Forest floor



Environmental quality surveys
Y4 Cherbourg



Pedestrian or traffic counts

• Traffic counts 
at school gates or local 
area.

• Conduct at two different 
times of the day to provide 
data for the children to 
compare: Is our school 
busy?

• Extension: record the noise 
using decibel meter app



Trade – car brands count



Hypothesis testing

• This water cycle enquiry uses 
simple equipment to measure 
infiltration rates.

• Measuring jug/plastic 
bottles, water, stopwatch & 
recording sheet

• Choose variety of 
surfaces school tarmac 
playground to the soil of the 
woodland and time

• Data presented in bar graph or 
pictogram



Effective classroom reading strategies 
- what are you reading in Geography?



‘In all subject deep dives, we will be alert to 
pupils’ reading and the impact it has on them 
being able to access the subject curriculum.

We may well follow this up in our discussions 
with staff and pupils.’

Supporting secondary school pupils who are behind with reading - Ofsted: schools 
and further education & skills (FES) (blog.gov.uk)

https://educationinspection.blog.gov.uk/2022/04/28/supporting-secondary-school-pupils-who-are-behind-with-reading/
https://educationinspection.blog.gov.uk/2022/04/28/supporting-secondary-school-pupils-who-are-behind-with-reading/


Amanda Spielman Sept 2022:

• A quarter of all Year 7s still have a reading age of below 11
• Children who cannot read well find it difficult to keep up in secondary 

school.
• We know that children who struggle can quickly switch off in lessons. 

That can lead to disruptive behaviour
• The repercussions for weak readers continue after they leave school.
• That’s why we put so much emphasis on reading when we inspect 

schools.
• Year 7s and Year 8s whose disrupted education means they are still 

catching up on skills they should have learnt at primary school.
• Many of these children still have gaps in the phonic knowledge that is the 

foundation of fluent reading. Phonics teaching is well-established in 
primary schools but is not necessarily expected of secondary school 
teachers.

• These children need extra teaching so they can read accurately and 
fluently and must be taught in a way that doesn’t patronise them or 
knock their confidence.

Thousands of year 7s struggle with reading - Ofsted: schools and further education & 
skills (FES) (blog.gov.uk)

https://educationinspection.blog.gov.uk/2022/09/05/thousands-of-year-7s-struggle-with-reading/
https://educationinspection.blog.gov.uk/2022/09/05/thousands-of-year-7s-struggle-with-reading/


Key Questions:

• What is your subject-specific approach to reading?
• What are your subject’s go-to reading strategies?

• How have you built a shared understanding of 
the literacy required for your own subject between 
your subject teachers?

• How do you build up teachers’ expertise to ensure that 
they use inclusive practice around reading?



Guided Reading



English HIAS:

• Expectations of reading for all
• Scaffolds to support access to reading materials
• Teachers anticipate what might make a text difficult for 

students and take steps to help them access the 
materials

• Checks of understanding
• Clear before, during and after routines
• Strong practice in clarifying vocabulary at the point of 

encounter
• Modelling the reading required – making the invisible 

visible



Geographical reading in our 
planned curriculum 



Routines for before, during and 
after reading



In April the GA published its framework for 
the school geography curriculum. It sets 
out to identify key concepts, significant 
features and distinctive approaches in the 
discipline of geography and to clarify how 
this should inform the development of the 
school curriculum.

It should be used at department level 
where it can contribute to the development 
and interpretation of schemes of learning, 
lesson plans as well as assessment 
strategies.



Next meeting – Mon 6th Nov

Mark Enser, HMI for geography will be speaking
We will look at the implications of the new GA framework for 
our curriculums and updated assessment guidance

Future focus on TED and strategies to support students with 
SEND.
Spring event – all exam board advisors will present

What agenda items would you like at future networks?
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