
Starter: Where are you now with improving DE&I and 
decolonising your geography teaching?

https://www.menti.com/alq1q1882yfx
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1. Sharing insights
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Where are we 
now? The study of big societal and 

environmental issues and synoptic 
styles of assessment. Learning 
about the impact of colonialism and 
neo-colonialism on people, places 
and the environment. Including the 
perspectives of diverse groups. 

Build on 
strengths

Assessments

Issues

Development

Provide more varied methods of 
assessment, especially for fieldwork 
and enquiry. Accessibility of the 
language, content and assessments 
is key.   

Give more space to diverse 
perspectives and marginalised 
voices when learning about 
geographical issues and case 
studies.  

Include broader perspectives on 
development and rethink the way 
we classify countries at different 
levels of development 



Assessment

SupportContent

Accessibility is key – the right 

solution must be balanced 

and consider the needs 

of disadvantaged or 

marginalised groups of 

students.

Many teachers feel informed 
and confident, but they don’t 
know what the right solution 
should look like. Teachers don’t 
all have the time and resource 
they need to do this. 

KS3 and A level offer more 
opportunities and flexibility. 
GCSE Geography needs 
updating. DE&I should be 
interwoven throughout so it 
gets the prominence it 
deserves. 

6



• Partnered with We Rise, an award-
winning community business, to engage 
with young people from diverse and 
historically marginalised backgrounds.

"The content needs to be more diverse - they 
are constantly learning about why low 

income/developing countries (which many of 
the students are from) are poor, struggling 

and underdeveloped while constantly 
learning how high-income countries like the 
UK and USA are great, when in reality they 

also have a lot of struggles. They would like to 
learn more about how these low-income 

countries are growing and have been able to 
expand after being freed from the grasp of 

other countries."
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Matt Gush / Shutterstock

https://www.werise.org.uk/


What next?

• Address problematic language now 
to support teachers and to address key 
DE&I issues.

• Research improvements to the 
accessibility of extended response 
questions.

• Engage with teachers and students, to 
seek views on any proposed changes.

• Research more significant changes to 
content and assessments ahead of the 
next qualification redevelopment.
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Key stage 3 and into GCSE Geography

"The need to provide a broad, deep and rich education for all...Equal access and opportunity...Engaging 
students from all backgrounds in their education...Inclusion of all"

Source: Education inspection framework Equality, diversity and inclusion statement

“Every teacher has a responsibility to ‘include’ all students in the curriculum, regardless of their academic or 
physical ability, ethnicity, social class, gender or religious belief.”

Source: https://www.geography.org.uk/Creating-an-inclusive-geography-classroom

KS3 Space to embed and prepare

Explicit links and opportunities
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https://www.geography.org.uk/Creating-an-inclusive-geography-classroom


GCSE Geography
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Problematic language:

• Slum

• Indigenous Peoples

• Indigenous v local people

• Country classification

Longer term:

• Hazards

• Development

Guryanov Andrey/Shutterstock
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Terms you may come across

Developed country - Country with very high human development (VHHD)

Developing country - Country with low human development (LHD), a poor country

Emerging country - Country with high and medium human development (HMHD), recently 

emerging country.
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Is development a one-way street?

Developing Emerging DevelopedLLEDC LEDC RIC NIC FCC OPEC MEDC
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The Development Cable

At its core is 
economic 
development, but to 
achieve real progress 
social, political, 
environmental and 
personal
development is also 
needed.



A level Geography

Rationale for our specification review

• Stereotypical language

• Simplistic and non-critical place contexts

• Inclusion of marginalised perspectives
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Discussion: Where are you now?

• Tell us one thing you are finding challenging at the moment?
• Why is this?

• Go to https://www.menti.com/alf91u6nqbxr
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https://www.menti.com/alf91u6nqbxr


16

2. Adapting your 
curriculum



My connections to the world 
project enables students to 
see and value their links to 

other places/cultures and see 
the value in the diversity 
witnessed in their whole 

group’s presentations and 
sharing.

(This can be used to help 
inform future lessons with 

this group/these students to 
help draw on these 

connections).
Opportunity to explore why 
we have these specific links.

Opportunity to introduce socio-cultural topics for research.
Understanding how to critically evaluate sources – who wrote this/said this 

and why?  What is their agenda?

@VoicesProject_
@CMOGeography

Explicit links and opportunities 
identified as a team



Auditing our curriculum
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Critical reflection on sources
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What's in a name?
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Longer term plans
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Our aim is to incorporate the following wider reading into our teaching:

• Jeremy Seabrook, 'The Song of the Shirt: The High Price of Cheap Garments, from 
Blackburn to Bangladesh', C Hurst & Co (2015)

• Roxanne Dunbar-Ortiz, Debbie Reese, and Jean Mendoza, 'Indigenous Peoples' 
History of the United States for Young People', Beacon Press (2019)



Discussion: Start, Stop, Continue

• Go to - https://www.menti.com/alq1q1882yfx

• How can we improve the DE&I of geography curricula?

• Start: What are the activities we need to begin?

• Stop: What are the activities that no longer serve our students? What do we need to let 
go of?

• Continue: What should stay?
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3. Practical ideas



A level Geography Topic 8A

Makes no explicit reference to the role of colonialism and the 
structural inequalities that persist and how these impact the 
life expectancy and health outcomes of Indigenous 
Australians.

A more decolonised approach:

- Explanation of the history of settler colonialism in 
Australia

- Exploration of the connection between the past and 
present (incarceration rate, education, health)

- Exploring how Indigenous Australians see settler 
colonialism - the role of intergenerational trauma

- Structural racism and the role it plays in the failure 
to improve health outcomes and life expectancy.
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8A.2 c - There are significant variations in health and life expectancy within countries (  UK or Brazil) that can 
be related to ethnic  variations ( Aboriginal peoples in Australia) and income levels and inequalities, which, 
in turn, impact on lifestyles.
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8A.6 - c. A demand for equality from both women and ethnic groups has been an important 
part of the history of many states in recent years ( Afghanistan, Australia, Bolivia) with 
progress taking place at different rates.



Super Case Studies

• Context of countries
• Revisit it later
• Integrated into existing work
• Used with additional 

resources/fact sheet
• Use of a timeline of location

@CMOGeography
@Daminiii



Identifying colonial links
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The table identifies 
the required 
content, an example 
case study/located 
example, possible 
colonial links for 
context and
additional relevant/rel
ated background 
reading/context.

@VoicesProject_
@CMOGeography



Contextualising 
Case Studies: 
India



India viewed through the lenses of….

The Dalit
The Raj Global TNCs

Women

Different religious groups

Mumbakars

The people of Bihar

@CMOGeography

Anton Balazh/Shutterstock



Super Case Study: Republic of India
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@CMOGeography
@Daminiii



The British by Benjamin Zephaniah
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History of migration in the UK
Multicultural Britain – introduction to 

Birmingham migration waves… emphasise we 
are all migrants.

Giving space to marginalised voices

E.g. Birmingham/West Midlands – Benjamin Zephaniah no problem and money –
capitalism’s role in development and migrations
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@CMOGeography
@VoicesProject_

The British - https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=dZ1yYOAwvvo



Including Indigenous Voices
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Our updated A level case studies

A level case studies: https://www.pearsonschoolsandfecolleges.co.uk/a-level-geography-place-context-
examples

• For A-Level resources we listened to feedback from teachers about their desire to have new, up-to-date 
place context examples aligned to the Pearson Edexcel A-Level Geography specification.

• We wanted the new place context examples to intentionally and significantly include perspectives of 
people who are under-represented and historically-marginalised.

• We worked with a group of new writers who are passionate A-Level Geography teachers from diverse 
backgrounds to give a fresh perspective.

• These place context examples are suggestions and not compulsory – any similar suitable context can be 
chosen – but we hope that they will be useful resources that support teachers and students, and 
prompt lively discussions.
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https://www.pearsonschoolsandfecolleges.co.uk/a-level-geography-place-context-examples
https://www.pearsonschoolsandfecolleges.co.uk/a-level-geography-place-context-examples
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6.6 There are alternatives to fossil fuels but each has costs and benefits
a. Renewable and recyclable energy (nuclear power, wind power and solar power) could help 
decouple fossil fuel from economic growth; these energy sources have costs and benefits 
economically, socially, environmentally, and in terms of the contribution they can make to energy 
security.

Tokelau: diverse examples

• Tokelau, is a small island nation consisting of three atolls: Atafu, 
Nukunonu and Fakaofo, in the South Pacific Ocean.

• Covering a land area of 12km and with a total population of 1,647, 
Tokelau is the fourth smallest nation in the world.

• 2012 made international headlines as the world's first 100% 
renewable nation.

• Tokelau Renewable Energy Project (TREP) - 1 Megawatt (MW) off-grid 
solar system costing NZ $8.5 million

Jessica Girvan/Shutterstock



Writing Tokelau's case study
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Tokelau case study:

I wanted to centre the voices of 
Tokelauans:

• UN Speech transcripts

• Documentaries - VAKA

• Government websites

• Academic articles/thesis

• IRENA (International 
Renewable Energy Agency) 
report

VAKA - https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=0ZkIlu4DJUQ



Discussion

In your groups review the ideas shared.

• How could you use this in your classrooms?

• How easy would it be for you to implement this idea?

• What are the benefits to learners?
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What next?
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Sources of knowledge:

• New Internationalist
• Al Jazeera - The Stream/Counting the Cost
• London Mining Network
• African Arguments
• Reading lists – DG reading list.
• Blogs/twitter - Academics
• Non-European newspapers and magazines – online 

articles.

A teacher's toolkit

https://londonminingnetwork.org/2020/06/education-resources/
https://africanarguments.org/


Further reading and research

Recommended reading for teachers and students:

• Aravind Adiga, 'The White Tiger', Atlantic Books (2012)

• Rohinton Mistry, 'A Fine Balance', Faber & Faber (2016)

• Arundhati Roy, 'The God of Small Things', Harper Collins, (2022)

• Peter Frankopan, 'The Silk Roads – A New History of The World', Bloomsbury (2016)

• Dipo Faloyin, 'Africa Is Not a Country', Harvill Secker (2022)

• Astrid Madimba and Chinny Ukata, 'It's a Continent: Unravelling Africa's history one country at a time', 
Coronet (2022)

• Never take one book/story/podcast/clip as the only information, always combine sources 
to include multiple perspectives
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@CMOGeography
@Daminiii



Who we follow and reach out to

• Dwayne Fields FRGS @dwaynefields: Presenter, naturalist, adventurer, explorer, OS Get 
Outside Champion. Born in Jamaica, Dwayne came to the UK aged six.

• *Following with classes on twitter and looked to meet up with their adventure.*

• Professor Christopher Jackson @seis_matters: Faculty of Engineering, Department of Earth 
Science & Engineering Professor of Basin Analysis Imperial College London.

• *Actively using resources with Sixth Form*

• Harpreet Kaur Chandi (MBE) @polarpreet: Longest ever solo unsupported polar expedition 
and part of a group of women ‘breaking the ice ceiling’.

• Nirmal Purja OBE @NimsDai: Adventurer, World Record Holder and former BSFS (first Gurka 
to pass selection). Active on twitter and insta, and has lectured at the RGS.

• *We followed his process with Year 7s as he climbed the 8,000m peaks.*
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@CMOGeography
@VoicesProject_



Things we are 
trying to add to 
our work
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on

@CMOGeography
@VoicesProject_



Any questions?

• Sign-up and we'll send you the materials from today's workshop

• Any questions? Please contact Jon Wolton, your Geography 
Subject Adviser.

• Email: TeachingGeography@pearson.com

• Twitter: @Edexcel_Geog

• Call: (+44)333 016 4060

• Please sign up to receive our Subject Advisor emails about 
qualification updates, support, training and resources.
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mailto:TeachingGeography@pearson.com
https://twitter.com/@Edexcel_Geog
https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/forms/subject-advisor-geography.html
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Plenary



Where are you now with improving DE&I and 
decolonising your geography teaching?

Go to - https://www.menti.com/alq1q1882yfx

44



End of  Presentation
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