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Geography teaching ideas   
This document is to help you plan of engaging and exciting geography lessons.

Ideas from ‘Learning Primary Geography’ by Susan Pike. Published by Routledge.
Children themselves must be actively engaged in making sense of the world; they need to be able to connect new knowledge to what they already know and construct their own meanings (p.9)

Ensure learning about places occurs in context (p.74)

With a focus on the children and their interests and questions, you can ensure they like, and are challenged by, any geographical activities they do (p.79)

Possible activities in geography lessons (p.11)

Photographs: using/interpreting aerial photographs, photographs
Fieldwork: taking part in the many different types of fieldwork
Exploring causes, effects and responses to local, national and global events
Exploring local, national and international issues
Mapping: making maps and models, using maps and models
Exploring the features, patterns and changes in localities
Exploring people’s lives in different places
(p.40)

Asking questions 

Using plans, maps and globes

Giving oral, written and pictorial accounts and descriptions

Collecting information

Observing

Predicting outcomes

Estimating, measuring and comparing

Analysing objects and processes

Sorting and grouping

Recognising, describing and accounting for patterns

Outdoor tasks

Using interactive ICT 

Thinking skill activities (p.43-44)

Development compass rose, Mysteries, Dilemma, Odd one out, Diamond nine

Numeracy links (p.47)

Patterns in school, Shapes in school, Length and measurement

Enabling map rich experiences (p.58)

Discuss locations, Use comparative terms, Talk about relationships, Measure distances, Give directions

Types of maps to have and use in geography (p.56-58)

Picture maps – simple maps

Thematic maps – of an areas such as Alton Towers

Street maps and road atlases

Ordnance Survey maps

Plans

National and global wall maps

Globes and world maps

Historical maps

Public transport maps

Shipping charts

Maps and infographics

Computer game maps

Planning for the use of the school grounds in geography  (p.89)

Children doing geography 
· Asking questions about the school – past, present and future

· Observing and collecting data on different places in the school grounds

· Interacting with people in the school and its grounds

· Recording places and people, through words, sounds, pictures and video
Children thinking geographically

· Analysing sources on the school in the past through discussion, comparing them with now

· Working out why features are located where they are

· Recording patterns in the school grounds, such as people visiting, busy and quiet times, etc

Children feeling geographically

· Observing and recording natural features in the school grounds

· Expressing opinions about places in the school and the grounds

· Talking about the future of the school, drawing preferred futures of the school

Children being geographers

· Using maps and plans of the school

· Making maps and plans of the past, present and future school

· Debating futures of the school based on data collected from other activities
Progression in questioning like a geographer (p.138)

What is the issue?

Why is it an issue?

Where is the issue?

What is the place currently like?

Where is it taking place?

How do you feel about the issue?

What are the views of different individuals or groups?

What are the solutions?

How will a decision be made?

What do you think the decision should be? 
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