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Overview 
 
This document contains information about a strategy to be used to help 
students in recalling key information as well as vocabulary development. 
 
Points to consider when using this resource 
These activities can be used at ay point during a lesson and support quick recall and 
retrieval. 
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The ‘Odd One Out’ Activity  
 

Using the ‘odd one out’ activity  
  
The humble yet effective odd one out game can have many applications in 
geography from checking knowledge of keywords and understanding of 
concepts through to skill development.  Below find some examples of how the 
odd one out can be used as an effective teaching tool.  
  

1. Vocabulary.  Test the acquisition of keywords by playing the odd one 
out with geographical vocab. Abbreviations could even be incorporated into 
this activity such as which is the odd one out from: HDI, (Human 
Development Index) IOD,(Indicator of development) SEE (Social, Economic, 
Environmental).  It can be useful to sometimes misspell one of the words to 
test awareness of spelling as well.  

  
2. Explanation.  Useful as an engaging starter provide students with a 
series of 5 key terms, concepts or place details as in the table below for 
tectonic hazards:  

1  Crust  Inner core  Mantle  Magma  
  

2  Deaths  Rebuilding  Injuries  Fires  
  

3  Labour  Constructive  Destructive  Conservative  
  

4  Focus  Epicenter  Lava  Seismic waves  
  

5  316,000  185  1.5 million  300,000  
  

6  Economic 
development  

Preparedness  Frequency  Health  

  
Ask pupils to select the odd one out from each sequence and to explain their 
choice.  Expand this activity by challenging students to correctly use all the words or 
facts from one row in a sentence:  
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3. Revision.  The odd one out can be used when revising and reviewing a 
topic.  Students are given a table with the main keywords for that topic.  In 
the example below it is for coasts.  Like the previous example students need 
to find the odd one out, however in this activity they have a choice of 3 
words.  Once they have picked the odd one out students can then explain 
the link between the two words remaining and choose from the list a fourth 
word that better matches the two remaining.  

Erosion  Longshore drift  Bay  

Weathering  Headland  Sand dunes  

Transportation  Beach  Swash  

Attrition  Spit  Backwash  

Hydraulic action  Destructive wave  Management  

Abrasion  Constructive wave  Tombolo  

Solution  Wave cut notch  Mass movement  

  

Attrition  Solution  Mass movement  ?  

What is the link?  
  

4. Visuals.  Much like the odd one out round in the BBC’s ‘Have I got news 
for you’ images of places, processes and landforms can be used in a 
traditional odd one out visual activity.  The example below shows 3 methods 
to adapt to climate change and one of mitigation:   
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1. Mangroves in Bangladesh  
2. Building on stilts in Cambodia   
3. Wind farm off the coast of Brighton   
4. Drought resistant crops in Mali  

  
Sources: GA_ITE_SFT_Odd_one_out.pdf (geography.org.uk)  
 
  

https://www.geography.org.uk/write/MediaUploads/Teacher%20education/GA_ITE_SFT_Odd_one_out.pdf
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Kate Broadribb Geography Advisor   

   
Kate.broadribb@hants.gov.uk   
   
  
For further details on the full range of services available please contact us using the 
following details:  
  
Tel: 01962 874820 or email: hias.enquiries@hants.gov.uk   
 
 
 

Upcoming Courses 
 
Keep up-to-date with our learning opportunities for each subject through our 
Upcoming Course pages linked below.  To browse the full catalogue of learning offers, 
visit our new Learning Zone.  Full details of how to access the site to make a booking 
are provided here. 
 

• English 
• Maths 
• Science 
• Geography 
• RE 
• History 
• Leadership 
• Computing 
• Art 
• D&T  
• Assessment 
• Support Staff 
• SEN 

 
  

mailto:Kate.broadribb@hants.gov.uk
mailto:hias.enquiries@hants.gov.uk
https://hias-moodle.mylearningapp.com/mod/page/view.php?id=481
https://english.hias.hants.gov.uk/course/view.php?id=522
https://maths.hias.hants.gov.uk/course/view.php?id=218
https://science.hias.hants.gov.uk/course/view.php?id=155
https://geography.hias.hants.gov.uk/course/view.php?id=131
https://re.hias.hants.gov.uk/course/view.php?id=118
https://history.hias.hants.gov.uk/course/view.php?id=91
https://leadership.hias.hants.gov.uk/course/view.php?id=144
https://computing.hias.hants.gov.uk/course/view.php?id=43
https://art.hias.hants.gov.uk/course/view.php?id=35
https://designandtechnology.hias.hants.gov.uk/course/view.php?id=36#section-0
https://languages.hias.hants.gov.uk/course/view.php?id=20
https://hias-moodle.mylearningapp.com/course/view.php?id=82
https://sen.hias.hants.gov.uk/course/view.php?id=5
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Terms and conditions 
 

Terms of licence 
Moodle+ subscribers are licenced to access and use this resource and have agreed to 

pay the annual subscription fee. This authority starts when the fee is paid and ends 

when the subscription period expired unless it is renewed. This file is for personal or 

classroom use only. By using it, you agree that you will not copy or reproduce this file 

except for your own personal, non-commercial use. HIAS have the right to modify the 

terms of this agreement at any time; the modification will be effective immediately and 

shall replace all prior agreements.  

 

You are welcome to: 

• download this resource 

• save this resource on your computer 

• print as many copies as you would like to use in your school 

• amend this electronic resource so long as you acknowledge its source and 
do not share as your own work. 
 

You may not: 

• claim this resource as your own 

• sell or in any way profit from this resource 

• store or distribute this resource on any other website or another location 
where others are able to electronically retrieve it 

• email this resource to anyone outside your school or transmit it in any other 
fashion. 

 


