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One question a day 

 

A challenge that can sometimes take up time is chasing students for homework. I had a large 

GCSE class and was achieving limited success with students turning in their home learning on 

time.  With a large class of 33 students to chase, I needed independent retrieval tasks that put the 

emphasis on small manageable activities that could be reviewed quickly and support the schools 

move to a feedback culture. 

This idea was shared at a Teachmeet I attended a few years ago and quickly adapted to use with 

Year 11.  The original resources were written for the AQA specification and are still freely 

available on blogs and through the TES. Other teachers have created resources for Edexcel 

specifications since then and I have shared a template on the Open Moodle for easy editing. 

Using a grid for the month with the days and dates, break down the key concepts and knowledge 

needed by students for a set topic.  The example below is for AQA coasts.  I developed the 

activities using a mixture of past questions, definition tasks and online resources I had used in the 

past successfully.  This calendar was then explained to students who could complete an activity a 

day to chunk their revision into bite-sized pieces, or to be completed weekly.   

I was pleasantly surprised by the level and degree of home learning and positive reaction to it that 

first month.  The majority of students liked having the choice to complete mini tasks each day or 

once a week and a few parents got in contact to say they had printed off a copy and had been 

actively involved in chatting through the daily task.  Worried that this first month may have been 

an anomalous start, I created calendars for the remaining concepts in the physical paper and 

started honing my feedback and marking to ensure students could experience the relevance and 

impact of this revision. 
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There was a mixture of work handed in electronically and by hand when I first started which 

initially hindered feedback.  Moving to select how work could be submitted improved the 

feedback process with tasks like practice extended answers completed on paper for live marking 

in a lesson, whilst knowledge organisers could be completed from a half-filled in template Google 

Slide.  With the use of my trusty visualiser supporting live marking and drawing out ‘my favourite 

no’ activities were quickly reviewed and students had their work back to reflect and develop. 
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Kate Broadribb Geography Advisor  
  
Kate.broadribb@hants.gov.uk  
  
 
For further details on the full range of services available please contact us using the following 

details: 

 
Tel: 01962 874820 or email: hias.enquiries@hants.gov.uk 
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