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Meeting Focus

• Development of subject specific knowledge and an 
understanding of strong progression and sequencing.

• Enhancing subject leadership.
• Structuring key stage 4 to ensure pupils are well prepared for 

the next phase of their education.
• Providing high quality key stage 3 provision that builds 

successfully on key stage 2.
• Ensuring all pupils, including the most vulnerable are able to

make excellent progress.
• Sharing good practice and work.



GCSE 2022: 
Plus, Minus, Interesting



Guide to GCSE results for England, summer 2022 -
GOV.UK (www.gov.uk)

https://www.gov.uk/government/news/guide-to-gcse-results-for-england-summer-2022


All subjects:

Year Entries 7+ 4+ 1+

2022 5,708,871 26.3% 73.2% 98.4%

2021 5,745,945 28.9% 77.1% 99.0%

2019 5,547,477 20.8% 67.3% 98.3%

Change 
2019-22

+166,424 +5.5% +5.9 +0.1%

Year​ Entries​ 7​+ 4​+ 1​+

2022 289,351 30.8%​ 72.7%​ 98.4%​

2021​ 256,110 35.0%​ 77.4%​ 99.1%​

2019​ 265,169 24.9%​ 65.8%​ 98.4%​

Change 2019-
22​

+24,182 +5.9%​ +6.9% 0%​

Geography:



Gender imbalance

• The gender imbalance for geography entries is unchanged from 
last year at 54:46 (M:F).

• Or on a scale of 1 to 49, where 1 represents the most popular 
subject with females and 49 the most popular with males, 
geography ranked 37, compared with a mid-point of 26 for all 
subjects. History ranked 20, so was chosen proportionately by 
more females.

GCSE-Additional-Charts-Summer-2022.pdf (jcq.org.uk)

https://www.jcq.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2022/08/GCSE-Additional-Charts-Summer-2022.pdf


Uptake

For the 11th year in a row the number of students learning 
GCSE geography has risen again and is now 289,351.

GCSE_geography_res
ults_2022_final.pdf

https://www.geography.org.uk/write/MediaUploads/Support%20and%20guidance/GCSE_geography_results_2022_final.pdf


Grading exams and assessments in summer 2023 
and autumn 2022 - GOV.UK (www.gov.uk)

We expect that overall 
results in 2023 will be 
much closer to pre-
pandemic years than 
results since 2020. 
This decision means 
that results in 2023 will 
be lower than in 2022

Senior examiners will be guided 
in their decisions about where 
to set grade boundaries by 
information about the grades 
achieved in pre-pandemic years 
by cohorts of students, along 
with prior attainment data. That 
means the 2023 cohort will be 
protected in grading terms if 
their exam performance is a 
little lower than before the 
pandemic.

https://www.gov.uk/government/speeches/grading-exams-and-assessments-in-summer-2023-and-autumn-2022?utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=govuk-notifications-topic&utm_source=90a52a49-758c-4084-9dce-2bb5308c6c26&utm_content=immediately


"It is utterly critical to remember 
that these exams aren’t designed to 
tell you what to do next"
• There is a difference between 'informative' and 'interesting' data
• Look for patterns over time, including mocks
• Beware of small cohorts
• Carefully compare teachers results to find areas of excellence, dig into why 

things are working well for a particular teacher, and find some practice that 
could be shared.

• Get scripts back where:
✓ Students have outperformed what you expected from them. They did something 

really well. Can you replicate it? This is especially helpful for middle/lower end 
grades that are above expectations.

✓ Students have significantly underperformed. What went wrong? Are there any 
commonalities that perhaps could work into your teaching?

• Consider what might need to be tweaked about KS3 – are there misconceptions 
with deep roots? Is there better groundwork that could be done in Years 7-9?

• Keep looking for big patterns, not small things. Don’t tear up a load of planning 
if a tricky 8/9 mark question hasn’t gone well



What to do after a mock? Assessment, sampling, inferences and more – A Chemical Orthodoxy 
(wordpress.com)

Curriculum as a progression model –
Adam Boxer:
Some (including Ofsted) describe the 
curriculum as the progression model.
"As soon as your students start studying 
your domain, a long-term outline might 
look like this:

"It’s probably not as neat as that, 
and the way you have planned to 
cover your domain might look a bit 
more like this:"

Domain: everything you want your 
students to learn about a subject

https://achemicalorthodoxy.wordpress.com/2019/03/26/what-to-do-after-a-mock-assessment-sampling-inferences-and-more/


Reflecting on what success looks like for your 
students, where do you begin in Year 7 and 
why?

What geography experiences have your 
students had at KS2?



Lower KS2 Geography



Year 3



Upper KS2











Hook

Question

Investigate 
places and 

content 
using 

geographical 
skills

Connection, 
comparison and 
pattern making

Conclusion

Identify

Describe

Compare

Explain

Evaluate

A geographical approach to a lesson or a 

sequence of lessons

• Think, recognise, connect 

and question

• Be inspired, curious and 

fascinated

• Link to own, local, 

national and global  

knowledge

• What is going to keep 

the children inspired,   

curious and 

fascinated?

• What is going to allow 

them to find out 

something new to 

make sense of the 

world around them?

• What is going to 

develop their 

knowledge and 

understanding?

• Which skills and resources 

are children going to use 

discover knowledge and 

develop and deepen their  

understanding?

• Which places and content are 

relevant for your children?

• What new 

knowledge and 

understanding 

has been 

gained?

• How does this 

link to existing 

knowledge and 

understanding?

• How does the new 

knowledge and 

understanding develop 

and deepen thinking about 

local, national and global 

connections and patterns?

• How does the new 

knowledge and 

understanding link to the 

main question or 

statement?



Year 6-7 Transition ideas

• Geography Passport –
Y6 students complete entries on 
a geographical 'passport' 
recording geographical topics, 
concepts and skills studied in 
KS2. These can be used to 
stimulate discussions about the 
different geographical 
experiences that students have 
had, along with influencing the 
curriculum planning process at 
the start of Y7

• Producing a mental map or their 
local area, home and/or school 
to establish map skills and local 
area knowledge



Geography Moodle

New resources 
include:
• Teachmeet 13th 

Sept
• Literacy materials
• Resources to support 

students with SEN



What geography are you surfing?



Dollar Street
200 homes in 50 countries have been photographed and filmed 
providing brilliant visual content to study how people live in 
different countries.
Browse by continent and by income to help explore different 
settlement types, housing structures and lifestyles.

https://www.gapminder.org/dollarstreet/


39 ways to save the planet –
RGS supportive resources

https://www.rgs.org/schools/teaching-resources/39-ways-to-save-the-planet/


Met Office Climate 
Change Resources

https://www.metoffice.gov.uk/weather/learn-about/met-office-for-schools/themes-for-7-11/climate-change


Writing from nature

• Poetry activity from the National Literacy 
Trust created with the RSPB aimed at 
supporting children to appreciate the 
outdoor environment.

• The activity is designed to help explore 
the nature on our doorsteps and 
support enjoyment in writing.

• With a focus on geographical vocabulary 
this idea can be easily adapted to support 
children in learning and 
using geographical keywords

https://literacytrust.org.uk/resources/writing-from-nature-a-poetry-resource/


What geography are you reading?



Royal Geographical Society 
Literacy Lowdown (rgs.org)

RETEACH

https://www.rgs.org/schools/teaching-resources/geography-in-the-news/
https://reteach.org.uk/subject/geography


What geography are you watching?



Earth's Great Rivers II - BBC

https://www.bbc.co.uk/iplayer/episodes/m0015hwl/earths-great-rivers-ii


Geography dates for your diary

3rd Nov Outdoor classroom day

6-18th Nov Cop 27 – Sharm el Shiekh

14-18th Nov National Geographic Geography 
Awareness Week

26th Nov – 4th Dec National Tree Week
https://documents.hants.gov.uk/
education/trailblazer/Tree-
Activities.docx

5th Dec United Nations world soil day
https://documents.hants.gov.uk/e
ducation/trailblazer/Soil-
Activities.docx

https://outdoorclassroomday.org.uk/
https://documents.hants.gov.uk/education/trailblazer/Tree-Activities.docx
https://documents.hants.gov.uk/education/trailblazer/Soil-Activities.docx


Get children outdoors to play and learn, 
on Outdoor Classroom Day and all year 
round!

https://outdoorclassroomday.com/


Subject updates:
Natural History GCSE

Green light for 'game-changer' GCSE in Natural History (ocr.org.uk)
The model specification, which suggests what the qualification should look 

like, outlines how pupils would be able to understand “specific 
organisms and the setting in which they live”. They would also learn 
about the human impact on the environment and how this has evolved.

Oates said it was “very carefully developed” to ensure that overlap with 
other subjects such as sciences and geography “wouldn’t be a problem”.

The specification says natural history has a “unique mix of scientific, 
geographical and ecological knowledge, skills and approaches”, with 
learning outcomes “very different” to those of biology or geography.

For example, while those two subjects include knowledge of habitats and 
components, natural history would expect “first-hand experience” of 
habitats through observation and research.

The inside story of the new natural history GCSE (schoolsweek.co.uk)

https://www.ocr.org.uk/news/green-light-for-game-changer-gcse-in-natural-history/?hsCtaTracking=5b298bfe-14e1-434f-88cb-c33ea24952be%7Ce657795e-97c3-4b91-87cd-1291ae2de295
https://schoolsweek.co.uk/the-inside-story-of-the-new-natural-history-gcse/


The key components in 
a framework for 
developing the school 
geography curriculum

It will be published later 
2022/early 2023 and 
currently seeking views 
from members

The overall aims of this 
initiative are to produce 
an enduring, 
underpinning view of 
the nature of the school 
subject and to articulate 
what geography 
contributes to young 
people’s education. 



Ofsted inspection changes 
from Sept 2022

1. Curriculum grace period has ended. When it introduced its new 
inspection framework in September 2019, Ofsted put in place “transition 
arrangements”, which gave schools a grace period in which to bring their 
curriculum in line – this has ended. A new grade descriptor has been added 
to the quality of education judgement, “as we do not expect the curriculum 
to be perfect or a finished article" (Chris Russell, Ofsted Blog 22.7.22)

2. Name changes. Full section 5 inspections will now be called “graded 
inspections”, while shorter section 8 inspections of ‘good’ and ‘outstanding’ 
schools will now be called “ungraded inspections”.

3. Time to move on from temporary covid measures. Ofsted
acknowledged that Covid “continues to have an impact" but it also said 
that education providers were “moving on from an emergency response 
to the pandemic and returning to more usual ways of working”.
A webinar from the East of England region -
geography curriculum - YouTube

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=dvqzSdYmZq8&list=PLdCnM8vvvFsF7-LaBT-Bv4o_Hu12pIX10&index=4


Ofsted Geography Research 
Review 2021

Sound locational knowledge is vital:
• Ofsted said locational knowledge – “knowing where’s where” –

was one of the mainstays of geographical education and teachers 
should recognise it helps pupils “build their own identity and 
develop their sense of place”.

• The review added that growth of this knowledge contributes to 
pupils’ understanding of geographical processes.

• “Over time, pupils learn and remember more locational 
knowledge. They become increasingly fluent in identifying 
specific locations.”

Research review series: geography - GOV.UK (www.gov.uk)

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/research-review-series-geography/research-review-series-geography#conclusion


Strategies to narrow the gap

Megan Sargeant
Head of Intervention at Cantell School



Next Meeting 17th Jan - Teams

Focus on reading following 
Amanda Spielman, Her Majesty’s 
Chief Inspector, blog about the 
importance of reading –and the 
need to help struggling readers 
as they start secondary school.

Thousands of year 7s struggle with reading - Ofsted: schools and 
further education & skills (FES) (blog.gov.uk)

Exam board geography 
leads will be presenting 
from AQA, EdExcel

Focus on strategies to 
support Students with 
SEN

https://educationinspection.blog.gov.uk/2022/09/05/thousands-of-year-7s-struggle-with-reading/

