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Focus

• Identify high impact strategies to ensure an inclusive 
classroom, making geography accessible to all 
learners.

• Explore approaches and ideas for teaching geography 
to students with SEND that can be incorporated into 
existing units or embedded when devising new 
schemes of learning to remove barriers to learning.

• Consider how the approaches can be effective for all 
students



SEN support guidance

• Recommended reading especially 
Section 6 (from page 33 –40). 

• This section identifies some of the key 
strategies to meet the needs of CYP 
requiring SEN Support within the four 
main categories of need. 

• Some of the strategies also feature 
within the universal offer of high-quality 
teaching but feature again for SEN 
support because they are known to be 
particularly effective for certain 
categories of need. 

https://documents.hants.gov.uk/childrens-services/HIAS/SEN-Support-Guidance-for-Schools.pdf


The geography curriculum needs to 
support the cognitive load of pupils. 
Planning needs to have purpose, be specific 
and build on what pupils know and don’t know.

• Develop geography skills in conjunction with learning 
geography knowledge and understanding in order to 
make connections.

• Return to concepts, skills, vocabulary and content 
throughout the curriculum in order to deepen learning 
and support progress.

• Give geography a pedagogical identity that children 
recognise. 



Key questions

• How can we adapt the curriculum to ensure it 
is accessible, inclusive and equitable? 

• How have tasks been adapted to better meet 
the needs of individual students? 

• What is the effectiveness of scaffolding put in 
place? 

• Does the adaptation promote independence 
whilst ensuring the student can access the 
curriculum?



The research

SEN support a rapid evidence 
assessment

EEF - Special Educational 
needs in mainstream schools

https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/628630/DfE_SEN_Support_REA_Report.pdf
https://educationendowmentfoundation.org.uk/education-evidence/guidance-reports/send


EEF Recommendation #3
Ensure all pupils have access to high quality teaching.
To a great extent, good teaching for pupils with SEND 
is good teaching for all.

Searching for a ‘magic bullet’ can distract teachers from the powerful 
strategies they often already possess.
The research suggests a group of teaching strategies that teachers 
should consider emphasising for pupils with SEND. 
Teachers should develop a repertoire of these strategies they can use 
flexibly in response to the needs of all pupils:
1. flexible grouping;
2. cognitive and metacognitive strategies;
3. explicit instruction;
4. using technology to support pupils with SEND;
5. And scaffolding.



Source: EEF

Take 5 mins to jot down some examples of how 
you use these strategies with your students.



Flexible grouping

• Incorporate flexible grouping – do not always 
group children with similar SEN together; 
allow them to learn from their peers

• Guided group work can be an effective way to 
help learners with SEND access the learning. 
Set the whole class off on a task, then gather a 
small group of learners to work with you. You 
can then support and guide them in their work, 
addressing any issues or misconceptions.



Cognitive and metacognitive 
strategies

• Revisiting
• Over learning
• Follow up tasks
• Time - especially thinking time and time to 

discuss and orally rehearse ideas before 
attempting written task

• Imitation – what learning behaviours are we 
modelling?



Chunking

Introducing new material in steps is a particularly effective 
approach to making learning more manageable (Rosenshine
2012)
• Briefly reviewing what students have already learned
• Introducing new material in small steps
• Checking pupil understanding of the new knowledge 

regularly
• Providing models and scaffolds for practice
e.g. Revision dominoes, sequencing tasks, priority diamonds, 
Venn Diagrams



Visuals

The visual builds a bridge which supports understanding 
and expression, develops social skills and helps support 
independence.
Students need to be an active participant in the visual
Selecting the visual is vital:
1. Learning new info/concepts
2. Supporting understanding of processes and 

sequencing
3. Developing receptive vocab
4. To identify themes, connections and links



Dual Coding

Reducing cognitive load, 
increasing explicit 
teaching & creating 
opportunities for pupils to 
process the information –
link to them, interact with 
material



Grids of inference



“How can you help yourself to 
remember this?”



EdTech Organisation & 
concentration strategies

• Google/MS tools, calendars, mail and setting 
up notifications

• Todoist app
• Class timetable app – simple and sends 

notification on teacher and room before the 
lesson

• Google Keep
• Adapt app – creates a revision timetable & 

pulls in exam board info (getadapt.co.uk)



Tell stories 

• Create characters and stories (Granny Wu)
• Take pupils to the geography with a strong reason 

why it and individual people are important 
• Explore new words and vocab by considering real 

life experiences/previous learning.
• Connect geography to the pupils’ local area and 

events
Pop into the chat other cognitive/metacognitive 
strategies you use



Source: EEF

Using your list 
from earlier –

Share your 
experiences of 

scaffolding 
strategies in the 
breakout room



I do, you do, we do



Scaffolding the literacy

• Through: Sequencing, Cue cards, Highlighting
• Plan in the use of talk partners – this gives children 

with SEN access to peer support and the ability to 
verbally rehearse their responses before writing

• Sentence starters can be used to guide learners 
through independent writing tasks. Use the same 
sentence starters for the same activities and/or 
question types, then you can gradually remove these 
to promote independence

• Pre-reading a text before the lesson can help learners 
to access the work.



Scaffolding the keyword



Pre-teach vocab and use 
keywords in context

Giving students a 
definitions match up 
task is not going to 
support all learners in 
their vocab 
development.  
Instead plan what 
keyword(s) you want 
to introduce the class 
to and use it in it’s 
real context.



Acroynms

Decoding an exam question under the visualiser is a 
useful strategy for command and keywords:

What others 
acronyms do 
you use such 
as PEEL?



Guided Reading



Flash cards



Say it

Ask students to verbalise the keyword - songs, 
jingles, breaking down pronunciation (phonics) 
all helps



Use images

Get students to 
create wordles and 
typoramas



If this is the answer, what is 
the question?

This strategy is BUG in reverse.  It supports students in 
making sense of an answer (full of geographical terms) 
and what the comment and subject specific keywords 
could be.



How to support students in 
identifying Command Words

AQA have produced a 
help guide for the 
command words –
useful starting point 
when planning support 
in decoding command 
words and developing 
exam skills



EdTech Reading/Writing

• Texthelp/Claroread/Clicker8/Clickerwriter/Read and write.  
Texthelp is amazing, you can highlight text and put it into docs with 
the reference website as well as using it as a computer reader.

• Kami
• Scanning pens
• Evernote
• Voice typing – google docs
• Coggle.it
• Pomodoro technique
• Nosily – for those with sensory issues they can make a background 

audio 
• Forest
• Rainy mood



SEN support guidance for 
Schools: HIAS

SEN support guidance
SEN Moodle 
Primary Behaviour Service Moodle
Vocabulary and Oracy Project:
• Aims to develop research informed practical 

approaches to developing pupils oracy and vocab.
• See: SEN Moodle, course materials (Oracy2021)

https://documents.hants.gov.uk/childrens-services/HIAS/SEN-Support-Guidance-for-Schools.pdf
https://sen.hias.hants.gov.uk/
https://pbs.hants.gov.uk/


Further reading (links correct as 24.7.22)

Teacher handbook SEND - SEND Gateway

https://researchschool.org.uk/bradford/news/getting-to-know-words
Blog post by Mark Miller - Bradford research school

https://literacytrust.org.uk/resources/?phase=secondary

National Literacy Trust - resources for secondary teachers
Alex Quigley on Closing the Reading and Vocabulary Gabs – YouTube

Developing vocabulary – GA
Speaking and listening in geography – GA
Extended writing in geography – GA

The EEF report on Metacognition and Self-Regulated Learning: 
The EEF report on Special Educational Needs in Mainstream Settings:
The EEF report on Making Best Use of Teaching Assistants in Schools:

https://www.sendgateway.org.uk/resources/teacher-handbook-send
https://researchschool.org.uk/bradford/news/getting-to-know-words
https://literacytrust.org.uk/resources/?phase=secondary
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=othrXk_pgYY
https://www.geography.org.uk/write/MediaUploads/Teacher%20education/GA_ITE_SFT_Developing_vocabulary.pdf
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=othrXk_pgYY
https://www.geography.org.uk/write/MediaUploads/Teacher%20education/GA_ITE_SFT_Developing_vocabulary.pdf
https://www.geography.org.uk/Speaking-and-listening-in-geography
https://www.geography.org.uk/write/MediaUploads/Teacher%20education/GA_ITE_SFT_Extended_writing.pdf
https://educationendowmentfoundation.org.uk/tools/guidance-reports/metacognition-and-self-regulated-learning/
https://educationendowmentfoundation.org.uk/tools/guidance-reports/special-educational-needs-disabilities/#recommendation-1
https://educationendowmentfoundation.org.uk/tools/making-best-use-of-teaching-assistants/


Kate Broadribb – Geography Advisor

Kate.Broadribb@hants.gov.uk

For further details on the full range of services available please contact us using the 

following email:

htlcdev@hants.gov.uk

HIAS MOODLE OPEN RESOURCE

mailto:kate.broadribb@hants.gov.uk
mailto:htlcdev@hants.gov.uk


Upcoming courses

Keep up-to-date with our learning opportunities for each subject through our Upcoming Course pages 

linked below.  To browse the full catalogue of learning offers, visit our new Learning Zone.  Full details 

of how to access the site to make a booking are provided here.

• English

• Maths

• Science

• Geography

• RE

• History

• Leadership

• Computing

• Art

• D&T

• Assessment

• Support Staff

• SEN

HIAS MOODLE OPEN RESOURCE

https://hias-moodle.mylearningapp.com/mod/page/view.php?id=481
https://english.hias.hants.gov.uk/course/view.php?id=522
https://maths.hias.hants.gov.uk/course/view.php?id=218
https://science.hias.hants.gov.uk/course/view.php?id=155
https://geography.hias.hants.gov.uk/course/view.php?id=131
https://re.hias.hants.gov.uk/course/view.php?id=118
https://history.hias.hants.gov.uk/course/view.php?id=91
https://leadership.hias.hants.gov.uk/course/view.php?id=144
https://computing.hias.hants.gov.uk/course/view.php?id=43
https://art.hias.hants.gov.uk/course/view.php?id=35
https://designandtechnology.hias.hants.gov.uk/course/view.php?id=36#section-0
https://languages.hias.hants.gov.uk/course/view.php?id=20
https://hias-moodle.mylearningapp.com/course/view.php?id=82
https://sen.hias.hants.gov.uk/course/view.php?id=5

